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Lesson Calendar 
The Gespel of the Kingdom (Studies in Matthew) 


1. October 3.—Birth and Childhood of Jesus 
Matthew 1 and 2 
2. October 10.—Baptism and Temptation of Jesus 
Matthew 3:1 to 4:11 
3. October 17.—Jesus Begins His Ministry 
Matthew 4 : 12-25 
4 October 24.—What the King Requires ........ Matthew 5 
g. October 31—Hew Down the Corrupt Tree—World’s 
Temperance Sunday ............seecs- Matthew 7 : 13-29 
6. November 7.—Principles of Christian Living 
Matthew 6:1 to 7:12 
7. November 14.—The Power and Authority of Jesus 
Matthew 8 and 9 
8 November 21.—The Twelve Sent Forth (May be used 
with Missionary Applications) .............. Matthew 10 
9g. November 2.—How Jesus was Received 
Matthew 1 and 12 
10. December 5.—The Growth of the Kingdom 
Matthew 13 : 1-43 
11. December 12.—What the Kingdom of Heaven is 
MRL cna ihssgseute teks cepeesceassvaey Matthew 13 : 44-58 
12. December 19.—Jesus Feeds the Multitudes..Matthew .14 
Or 


Christmas ‘Lesson—The Birth of FObGh ; i icicis ss Luke 2 : 8-20 
1g. December 26.—Review: The Kingdom of Heaven 
on Earth. Selection for Reading .......... Isaiah 25 : 1-8 








reader in Ontario writes thatshe ‘has been 
helped by getting things that have been adver- 
tised in The Sunday School Times.” If the adver- 
tisements of good advertisers were not of service, no 4 
such letters as this would come to the publisher. 
Are you making full use of that service ? 




















Darkening Doubt 


By Sarah E, Loucks 
|. the darkness is past, moe See light now shineth” (1 John 


LET it in, ‘ 
A Little sin, 
’Twas just a Little doubt, 


I let it in, 
A Little sin, 
But — light for me went out! 


That deadly doubt! 
Faith thrust it out, 
And light again came in. 


That deadly doubt ! 
- Faith thrust it out, 
And Christ, the Light, shone in. 





When Man and When God Seek 


Sincere search for God can never fail. What com- 
fort for the honest doubter or for the discouraged 
seeker of little faith there is in the pledge of our 
Lord, “Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out.” The first time the word knock occurs in the 
New Testament is in the promise, “Knock, and it shall 
be opened” (Matt. 7:7). God’s promise to the seeker 
is explicit, positive, beyond doubt. But the last time 


the word occurs it is used in cofinection with God. 





seeking man, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; 
if” — (Rev. 3:20). The urcertainty in the search 
for God is not in God’s unwillingness to accept the 
seeker but in the latter’s unwillingness to receive 
God. “If any man... open the door, I will come 
in to him.” It does not say “when,” but “if.” 

is not a burglar. He will not break in. When Hol- 
man Hunt’s picture of the knocking Christ was crit- 
icized for having no knob on the door, he said 
“The latchstring is on the inside.” It is a forceful 
picture of man’s free will. God never forces that. 
When we seek him, he says “shall”; when he seeks 
us, he says “if.” Does that “if” apply to us? 


<< 
Dictating to God 


Dictating to God is a grievous sin. We ask him 
for something, and then decide how we wish the 
prayer to be answered. We yearn for his indwelling, 
and yet form some preconceived notion as to how 
he shall manifest his presence, and when our own 
ideas are not realized, we are disappointed. Naaman 
appealed to God through his prophet, but forgot that 
God was no respecter of persons—that rank and 
human rating count for naught with the King of 
kings. And so “Naaman was wroth, and went away, 
and said, Behold, I thought.” A picture this, too 
often, of ourselves. Many people are actually angry 
with God, and cannot forgive him for his dealings 
with them. When we set metes and bounds for God 
to respect, we are apt, like Naaman, to be wroth, 
and to go away, and to say. But if we account 
him true that hath promised, and trust not to our 
own understanding, but fully in him, he will always 
hear and answer us, and when we open the door he 
will come in and sup with us, and enter into an abid- 
ing relationship with us that Need never be broken. 


a f 
After the Summer Conference 


Association is a dominant word in the Christian 
life o€ the present. Our time is in strong contrast 
with a past Christian era when the dominant note 
of Christian life was seclusion. This “working to- 
gether with God” of our day is a great point gained, 
but it has its peril, which.must be avoided. “The 
great difficulty in earlier times,” as G. H. Knight 
remarks in his inspiring book, “In the Secret of His 
Presence,” “used to be to get men to be earnest enough 
to go into the, world and sanctify it. Now the diffi- 
culty is to get them to be earnest enough to go away 
from the world and sanctify themselves.” It is not 


for an instant to be denied that God’s guiding hand 
for his Church is in the Bible conference movement 
that is proving such a blessing to the modern church, 
any more than that the original aim of the Chris- 
tian of former days was good until it was distorted 
into the hermitage with its inmate, thé recluse. You 
have received wonderful uplift at the conference you 
attended this summer, but you are beginning to real- 
ize since you have come back home that you are 
losing something of the inspiration you were having 
there. The presence of Christ does not seem so near 
now that you are moving again in the old routine of 
household or office duties. You are wondering how 
you could have lost any of that joy of the Lord and 
that wonderful peace and that mountain-top vision 
of service you experienced when you were touch- 
ing elbows with the brethren at the conference. Where 
can you find it again except in the prayer closet, 
entered statedly and not spasmodically, listening to 
God for his directions, as well as asking him for 
things you need? 
a 


It Eliminates a Mediating Third Party 

To pray for one’s enemy is the best way to 
love him, It is the very best way to rid the heart 
of rancor because of despiteful using. William Law, 
the mystic of the Eighteenth Century, was a God- 
raised-up controversialist against the heresies and 
spiritual dearth of his day, and he found it necessar 
to-be often on his knees for his antagonists. e 
was speaking from experience no doubt when he 
said, “If in any little difference or misunderstandings 
that you happened to have at any time with a rela- 
tion, a neighbor, or any one else, you should then 
pray for them in a more extraordinary manner thas 
you ever did before, beseeching God to give then 
every grace and happiness you can think of, you would 
have taken the speediest method that can be of recon- 
ciling all differences and clearing up all misunder- 
standings. You would think nothing too great to be 
forgiven, stay for no condescensions, need no medi- 
ation of a third person, but be glad to testify your 
love and good will to him who had so high a place 
in your secret prayers... . You cannot possibly have 
any ill-temper, or show any unkind’ behavior, to a 
man for whose welfare you are so much concerned 
as to be his advocate with God in private.” Our 
Loerd’s ascension work consists very largely in make 
ing intercession for us who.teo often wrong hin, 
crucifying him afresh by sins; does he not set us am 
example to follow here on earth in our own inter- 
cession for men 


Most Wealth an Anti-Climax 


It is a theme on which it-is easy to lose one’s 

head. And so if one ventures to say any 
more about it he ought to do it very modestly, and 
with much misgiving as to whether he will do any 
good. But all of us ought to have some convictions 
about it, which are slowly settling and getting them- 
selves established in our lives. About so great a 
matter it must be that there are some conclusions 
to be reached. 


Nitsa is easier than a tirade against wealth. 


And there is one which would seem to be well 


capable of proof, and that is that most wealth is an 
anti-climax. In most. cases it does not do what 
you would expect it to, nor what it logically ought 
to do. It is because we hope so much of it that we 
blind ourselves to the fact that not often does it 
do what, in a perfect world, we might expect it to 
do. Logically, it ought. to expand a man’s life, free 
it from fears, make him more of a man than he 
was before, rejoice his heart, and throw him into 
warmer relations with God and his fellows. But 
for the most part it does no such thing. Rightly 
used it should distinguish a man, but instead there 
is the sad fact that it renders countless men per- 
fectly commonplace. They themselves cannot quite 
make out what has happened. It seemed as if the 
Spiritual nature would be larger and freer, and that 
a man would see more and see it more clearly. And 
so, rightly used, wealth might enable a man to do. 


But Joubert in one of his fine aphorisms tells us that 
a lens may make an object much clearer, but that 
if it does not make it clearer it makes it more 
unintelligible than before. 

One and all we so-take it for granted that wealth 
ought to do these beautiful things that we will not 
oes with our dream and coolly look at the facts. 

ere it is making some man feel, he hardly knows 
how, that worship is not as necessary as it was. 
When he did not have it he was hearty and humble 
and devoted about that. His wealth has provided 
all sorts of good times for him that make worship 
seem dull and tame. Or here is some one who was 
light-hearted and happy when he did not have any- 
thing much, but now just when he promised himself 
that he would be free in mind he is anxious and 
concerned. Once he spoke of life cordially, now 
he speaks of problems and anxieties. 

There is no anti-climax greater than this one in 
which wealth makes people feel poor. A young 
woman who had never had control of any money, 
and was always happy, having come into sole pos- 
session of a great estate said to her minister frankly: 
“Tf don’t know what you will think of me when I 
tell you that since I came into possession of all this 
money, I am all the time afraid that I am going 
to lose it and ought to be more careful than I ever 
was before.” She was nonplussed to know how it 
could turn out that way, just the opposite to what 
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she had imagined. But she had the courage to con- 
fess that such was the fact, 

The devil is a great artist and can always make 
the wealth of others suggest only the immense amount 
of good we could do with it if it were ours, but 
once really ours the devil makes it look like a aed 
different thing. No one would suppose that the self- 
same thing could look so different in so short a time. 
Money unpossessed begets in men beautiful dreams 
of the good it will do, but possessed it seems only a 
drop in the bucket compared with the great things 
to be done: it won’t go far; it will not be felt; it 
may be wasted; let us wait until it has become more, 
then we can do-almost anything. 

This sad process goes on-to one dreary, common- 
place c. nclusion after another. Those who have not 
grow infuriated at those who have and do not reai- 
ize that more than likely they would do the same. 
When a man has the sense to see that and takes 
measures against it by simply acting rich with what 
he has, we can have some degree of confidence in him 
and he in himeelf, 

There are happy instances of those who know how 
to act in time. man~ijow of immense wealth and 
of great standing in our national counsels was once 
a moderately circumstanced earnest fellow, — but get- 
ting on. The first anybody knew of it, however, was 
when he came to his minister and said with modest 
triumph: “Well, I’ve got to where I can now give 
fifty dollars a year to foreign missions.” And ever 
since, that has been the way he -measured how rich 
he was, by the rich ogee that it was now safe-to 
give. That is the test of riches, whether one has 
the rich feeling. Everything else makes you feel 
poor. 

Another young man who had always distrusted 
himself in this particular and never accumulatin 
much had always\dispensed fat beyond what coul 
be expected, at last reached a/Point where accumu- 
lation became possible. It was mounting up. He 
iound himself for the first time reckoning on his 
gains. He enjoyed figuring into the future. He 
also found in himself a feeling that he had been 
more than generous in the past, now let some one 
else do it. There was a tightness and caution that 
was not like his old self. He was a keen fellow, and 
had not watched others in vain, and then he had it 
out with himself and boldly went to work, ploughed 


_ Straight into his last neat arrangement of gain, broke 


it up, took his chances, took straight out of. the ven- 
ture what he knew he ought to give, no matter what 
happened to his plans. And so he got the better of 
his wealth and everybody around him was the bet- 
ter for what he had of it, He was a fellow who 
had been a keen enthusiastic student of English, and 
an anti-climax he had always held in contempt. When 
he detected one in his living he despised it just as 
heartily as he did in language, and promptly ar- 
ranged a real climax. 

Strange that we have no room for thoughts of 
how riches may dwarf the best of men even while 
thev are putting before themselves the plausible out- 
look of a larger life. A young man who was just 
passing the border from being young was telling his 
minister about how, being put to it, he had longed 
to get hold of a certain business, and how he had 
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Are You Having Victory To-day? 


Yes, I am, because God says = 

“ Behold, I am Jehovah, the God of all flesh: is 
there anything too hard for me?” (Jer. 32: 27.) 

Nothing too hard, Lord. 


“For with God nothing shall be impossible” 
(Luke 1 : 37). P 

Thou art able. 

“ But he said, The things which are impossible 
with men are possible with God’’ (Luke 18:27), 

Lord, i believe. 








rayed to get it. He got it. He said it/was now 
Seinates him nearly ten thousand a year. An ear- 
nest campaign had just been finished in behalf of 

reater missionary service in which many people had 

come “financially noble,” as Cardinal Newman’s 
brother said of him. 

“How much did you subscribe in that campaign?” 
gaid the minister, and he replied, “Ten cents a week.” 
Anti-climax. As a boy he had doubtless figured 
grand things he would do if he, ever had ten thou- 
sand a_ year. The minister said, “Well, I put in 
every Sunday almost double what you put in in a 


A little later the man asked the minister to lunch 
with him at his club, and the minister asked jocosely: 
“Well, I don’t know. What will you give me to eat?” 
The man replied, “Everything you want to order.” 
“As high as five dollars and twenty cents?” “Yes, 
ten dollars, if you say so.” 

“No, thanks, my dear friend,” said the minister. 
Anti-climax could no farther go. 

No, it is not the evil wealth does which we need 
to speak of. It is what we allow it to do to us. 
What is wrong is the belief that money automatically 
and of itself does anything, one way or the other, 
that is mistaken. More money means you need more 
soul to watch it. It is the lazy taking it for granted 
that it will do any less harm to us than it has done 
to others which does the harm. They mostly had 
just as lovely ideas as we have about the good 
they would do with it. They were not a different kind 
of people. They all walked into their defeat in the 
common, normal, unnoticed, human way. 

And so while men are crazing themselves over 
wealth, the Socialist saying, “Distribute it equally,” 
the Anarchist saying, “Destroy it and abolish it,” 
there is a great opportunity for the Christian to take 
some quiet thought and action about it. it is well 
within. his power to say what it shall be to him. 
He can-bring God into it. He can make others glad 
he. has it. e can see to it that it has the effect 


upon himself which he meant it to have when he 
dreamed of it as a boy. Robert Browning said he 
meant to use his body so that it should help his 
soul just as much as his soul helped his body. Wealth 
does not have to be an anti-climax. 





Is Christ to Blame? 


Your Victorious Life helps have done such wonders 
for me that I have no words to express my gratitude, 
—but one question: 

I say, “Lord Jesus, this is your job. I’ve turned it 
all over to you to make your strength perfect in my 
weakness. Please hive thy life through me to thy glory 
and the help of my fellows.” Then*so soon I find my- 
self impatient with the children (face and voice un- 
glorifying), or discouraged over money matters. Now 
am I to say that Christ is doing those unbeautiful 
ee because he is my life? (Col. 3:4.)—A Nebraska 
‘riend. 


Christ is not the life of a Christian in the sense 
of replacing or destroying the personality. The Chris- 
tian is still responsible for living his life, under the 
control of Christ. Christ is our life in the sense in 
which we were dead without Christ. “If there had 
been a law given which could make alive,” we read in 
Galatians 3:21, “verily righteousness would have 
been of the law.” A new resurrection life was needed 
before man could be righteous. It was in this sense 
we were dead, incapable of doing a good thing, though 
‘we might do many moral things, “good” according 
to man’s standard. By a gift of grace through faith, 
Christ, who is our righteousness, makes righteous- 
ness possible by the new life. 

This Christian mother turned her life over to the 
control of Christ, according to the Word, “Yield 
yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from 
the dead.” That is, the Christian who has received 
this new resurrection life and is a child of God needs 
to yield control of that life to God or defeat will 





result. The Lord’s word to her, as to Paul, was, 
“My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9). race 
means “Jésus doing ~it all”; the self life is inoper- 
ative, and the life is lived under Christ’s control. 
But she still has the power to assert her own will 
against the will of Christ, and when this happens 

rist’s strength cannot be made perfect, for there 








Did you ever eavesdrop upon the Lord Jesus as he prayed ? 
No doubt we have asked with the disciples, ‘‘ Lordy teach 
us to pray,’ and then we have studied his wonderful 
teaching about prayer, but have we ever done as Peter and 
his household did that morning when they had rather 
expected the Lord to sleep late because he had had such a 
hard day’s work of teaching and miracle-working the pre- 
vious day ?, Discovering however that he had not 
late, tired as he was, but that he had slipped out of 
house before daylight, some of Peter’s household followed 
him, and overheard him at prayer. 

That wonderful lessons are to be learned by study of how, 
when, and under what circumstances Jesus prayed, is 
pointed oul in an article, ‘‘Eavesdropping Upon Christ at 
Prayer,’’ in next week’s issue of The Sunday School 
Tintes, by Dr. A. C. Dixon, formerly pastor of Spurgeon’s 
Tabernacle in London, but now with the Los Angeles 
Bible Institute. If you would like to listen to Jesus as he 
is praying, ‘‘ between privacy and publicity, between mira- 
cle and message, between criticism and crisis, between test- 
ing and triumph, and between death and resurreciion, ** you 
will not miss this helpful study by Dr. Dixon. 


and stepped out of the place of a 
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is the human self-effort instead of the faith that 
reckons self utterly weak to win victory over temp- 
tation. 

' “I find myself impatient.” Yes, it is always “my- 
self,” out of the control of Christ. For the best that 
“I of myself” can do is with the mind to serve the 
law of ( but with the flesh in actual practise the 
law of sin (Rom. 7:25). Let us ever guard carefully 
against the suggestion that Christ can have anything 
to do with sin. . R - 
_ A somewhat similar question is raised and answered 
in Galatians 2:17, 18: “But if, while we sought to 
be justified in Christ, we ourselves also were found 
sinners, is Christ a minister of sin? God forbid. 
For if I build up again those things which I de- 
stroyed, I.prove myself a transgressor.” So this 
Christian in bringing to life those feelings and sins 
which she’ destroyed in that moment of yielding 
aay Fan Christ and trusting him, has proved, not 
that rist failed, but that she was a transgressor 


The clear distinction between the that dies 
when Christ is our life, and the “I” that lives 
the life under the control of Christ, is brought out 
in Galatians 2: 20: “I have been crucified with Christ; 
and it is no ionger I that live, but Christ liveth in 
me: and that life which I now live in the flesh I live 
in faith, the faith which is in the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself up for me.” “Christ 
liveth in me” is the heart of this verse. On each 
side of that wonderful statement are two “I’s.” The 
first two, on the other side of the cross, represent 
the self-life, which is always a possibility for the 
child of God, and which is the constant experience 
and the only possibility for the unsaved soul. The 
second two, on the resurrection side of the_ cross, 
represent the same personality that used to live apart 
from Christ, and there remains the personal respon- 
sibility for every action. But this new “I” lives by 
faith, which means by the power of another, and uses 
the personal power of choice to choose always the 
will of the Saviour. It is when that will is not chosen 
that defeat results. “ft is still “I” who am living this 
life in the flesh, though Christ liveth in me, and if 
sin enters the life it is “I” who sin, I who alone 
am responsible, and I who need to get forgiveness. 

Let this puzzled Nebraska reader confess with 
Brother Lawrance that left to herself she can do 
nothing but sin, and with new knowledge of the utter 
helplessness of the self-life, thank God for forgiving 
the sin and cleansing her from all unrighteousness, 
and trust anew his sufficient grace to keep her “now.” 


x 
How an “ Evil Spirit from the Lord”? 


Please explain the verse, “But the Spirit of the Lord 
departed from Saul, ‘and an evil spirit from ‘the Lord 
troubled him” (1 Sam. 16: 14).—A Nebraska Reader. 


At the same time that this question came concernin 
this puzzling verse, akin to others, such as 1 Samue 
16:15, 16; 18:10, and 19:9, came a letter that helps 
materially to answer the question. It follows: 

I note in The Sunday School Times of June 26 your 
comments on 1 Samuel 16:14, and also those of Mrs. 
Askew on the same passage. If. you will note, it 
says: “ The Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and 
an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him.” “God does 
not send evil spirits. The explanation rests upon the 
two prepositions “of”: and “from.” “Of’ means “a 
part of,” and “from” means “away from,” or “not a part 
of.” Could this explanation be printed in the Times, 
so others of its readers might know the meaning of 
this difficult passage? I was so glad to learn it that 
I would like to pass it on.—A Bible Student. 


Confirmatory of this interpretation is A. C. Gaeb- 
elein’s comment in his Annotated Bible: 

“An evil spirit from the Lord began then to trouble 
Saul after the Spirit of the Lord had departed from’ 
him. . . . His pride,-self-will, disobedience, and stub- 
bornness we havé followed, and now the Spirit de- 
parts»and in judgment upon the. deposed king an 
evil spirit was permitted to eome upon Saul. ‘Evil 
as well as good has its commission from God, — not 
its existence, but its liberty to act and the limits of 
its action.’ It was no doubt demon possession.” 


F asd . 
The Heathen’s Knowledge of God 


If children are saved because “they have not re- 
jected the knowledge of God,” as I have had it explained 
to me, what about others who have never had that 
knowledge?—A Colorado Reader. 


There are no “others who have never had that 
knowledge,” if we except the’ insane and others be- 
reft of reason. The first chapter of the epistle to 
the Romans points to the Nineteenth Psalm, and de- 
clares that, even where the Gospel has not been 
preached, there is a sufficient revelation from God 
through his works to leave men who do not worship 
him “without excuse.” Two things about God are, 
according to the record, “clearly seen,” even by the 
unevangelized heathen, and “understood” by them— 
“even his eternal power and deity.” That 1s to ‘Say, 
it is revealed through nature itself that there is a 
Creator and that that Creator is God. He ought then 
to be worshiped, and the heathen know it. Their 
case is very different from that of little children. 







































Lesson for October 3 
Matthew 1 and 2 





Saint and Scholar: Bishop Moule of Durham 


His great contribution to the promotion 
a : of Scriptural holiness 
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By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 
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Bishop Moule’s books we have the 
rma ches rei ly when they 


high place in the esteem of 


deep a and of those who care most for the warm devo- 


as do those of Bishop Moule. In 
elements of the faith once delivered to 


e kept together. is books will continue to live and bear 


Hi 
testimony. Yet there is something greater than these books, for those who knew the man intimately. 


who was responsible for 


In a testimony meeting at the Victorious Life Conference in Pacific Grove, California, the minister 
arranging the conference mentioned Bishop Moule in the testimony meeting. 


—Some who knew the Bishop ay og messages on the Spirit-filled life were startled at the announce- 
t 


ment of his Home-going, and 


the minister added this word: ‘‘An admirer of Bishop Moule 


once came to his wife and said, ‘I have read every single-book that your husband has ever written.” 


Mrs. Moule quietly answered;*And my 


O LEADER of the last or present generations 
stood higher in the esteem of evangelical Chris- 
tians of every church than Bishop Moule, who 

recently passed away. For he made all who value clear 
and scholarly exposition of the Word of God, authen- 
ticated by a Christ-filled and holy life, his debtors. 
Far beyond the confines of his own branch of the 
Christian Church—to which he was devotedly at- 
tached —there flowed rivers of living water through 
the sanctified personality of a man whose rich gifts 
of learning, laid in consecration at-~Christ’s feet, were 
multiplied immeasurably by their surrender to His 
will, By his passing a great man and a prince in 
Israel has fallen. 

Handley Carr Glyn Moule was a son of the manse, 
having been born in 1841 when his father, an evan- 
gelical clergyman greatly esteemed, and the father 
of a remarkable family, was Vicar of Fordington, 
near Dorchester. One son became Bishop of Mid- 
China, another Archdeacon, also in China, while yet 
another attained to high classical distinction, and 
is still one of the foremost scholars of our day. After 


having the foundations of a sound education laid at~ 


home by his father’s care, in due course he went up-to 
Cambridge, where his career was marked by a signal 
power rs achievement. After open examination he 
took a Trinity Scholarship at the earliest date pos- 
sible to men of his year, was awarded the Carus 
Greek Testament prize, two Browne gold medals, and 
the famous Seaton Prize for sacred poetry for six 
successive years. He graduated with a brilliant de- 
gree in 1864, being bracketed Senior Classic; and, 
a year later, was elected a Fellow of Trinity in vir- 
tue of his brilliant and distinguished scholarship. 
Between 1868 and 1881 he acted as his father’s curate 
for two brief periods, being in residence at Trinity 
during the rest of that time—first as Junior, and 
later as Senior Dean of that most famous of alli 
the Cambridge Colleges. It was during these years 
that his pulpit gift came into its own. Both at the 
famous “round” Church of St. Sepulchre—a sur- 
vival of the crusading days, and.at Holy Tyinity 
(the church forever associated with the ministry 
of Simeon and Carus), where he filled the endowed 
Sunday Evening Lectureship, he attracted large con- 
gregations, both of town residents and members of 
the university. During term-times it became a mat- 
ter of course to see eager young undergraduates 
filling the church in every part, listening intently to 
his earnest, cultured presentation of the Gospel which 
seemed, if possible, tc gain in pgwer by the rich 
gifts he brought to its service. Bis influence over 
the undergraduate life of the university was pro- 
found and lasting; and when, in 1881, he was ap- 
pointed principal of Ridley Hall,—a college for the 
post-graduate preparation of men for the ministry of 
the Church of England, — it was confidently antici- 
pated that he would create what amounted to a new 
and exacting tradition of evangelical preaching and 
teaching. Nor is it too much to state that this ex- 
pectation was abundantly fulfilled. In the same year 
he married Miss Elliott, a grandniece of the famous 
hymn-writer, Charlotte Elliott, who brought the magic 
of home into the simple, genial life of “Ridley.” 

Five hundred men, including many who, in the 
future, were to become bishops, passed through the 
Hall during Dr. Moule’s principalship, and it would 
not be easy to over-estimate the influence upon the 
students of the principal’s lofty conceptions of the- 
ological scholarship and pastoral efficiency on the 
one hand, and of his home-life on the other. The 
memory of his genial hospitality, of his approach- 
ableness. which disarmed nervousness and fear, of 
his unfailing interest in their concerns, of the gener- 
osity with which he gave his time and attention to 
uninteresting ‘people, of his courtly and -unaffected 
deference to his wife, and of the simple loftiness 
and dignity of his conversation and outlook, lives 
still in many lives. 

“He was so simply kind to us,” is the verdict of 
one former student; and the simple kindliness of 
such a man has a persistent ‘way of remaining in- 
fluential when more salient and showy charac- 
teristics of lesser and more showy personalities have 
lost their savor. It was during his principalship that 
he came to be recognized widely as an exegete and 





has lived every single book he ever wrote.’ *’ 


expositor of unusual. calibre and spiritual insight. 
Most of his excellent commentaries in “The Cam- 
bridge Bible,” as well as his Epistle to the Romans 
in. “The Expositor’s Bible,” and his Colossian and 
Thessalonian studies fall within this period, all of 
which are distinguished not merely by sound scholar- 
ship and true religious instinct but by a singularly 
acute and discriminating feeling for the genius of 
language which is by no means an invariable con- 
comitant of. grammatic excellence. a 

Many factors go to the making of sach an ‘out- 
standing servant of Christ, and in an interesting rem- 
iniscence, Bishop Moule traced his first inspiration 
as a preacher of the Gospel to his father: 

“My father’s interests and activities,” he says, 
“were manifold, and those who only knew one side 
of his life might have thought that he lived for prac- 
tical, social, and philanthropic ends; for the temporal 
good of his parishioners, for thrift, and sanitation. 

ut all the while his supreme and dominating inter- 
est was his pastorate of souls; ... he set himself 
~above all things to be a preacher of the Word.” But 
while the father’s preaching, always solid, faithful, 
and thoughtful, was marked by no great distinction 
of style, unless it be extreme simplicity, the son soon 
developed “delight in language,” as he phrases it, 
and an exquisite feeling for literary expression. One 
cannot open the simplest of his many devotional books 
without encountering that fluent yet fastidious ma- 
nipulation of words which spells style without pedan- 
try, and is as acceptable to the unlearned as to the 
scholarly reader. 

Honors came to him in rapid succession, though 
none who knew him could imagine him ever seeking 
them. In 1895 he received the D.D. degree of his 
university (by examination and thesis). In 1899 he 
left Ridley Hall to. become Norrisian Professor of 
Divinity, an office which carried also a Fellowship of 
St. Catherine’s College, and in 1901 he was appointed 
Chaplain-in-Ordinary to the“King. In the same year 
he was appointed Bishop of Durham, one of the 


most important of the high offices in the English. 


Church, in succession to Dr. Westcott, the eminent 
theologian. Of hi5 work in one of the most exacting 
of English sees much might be written; and it is 
at once interesting and gratifying to find that his 
Home-going has been the signal for generous appre- 
ciation from men of various schools of thought over 
whose work he was called to preside. He had always 
been strong and definite in his Protestant convie- 
tions, but as an administrator proved at all times 
fair, so that the extremist High Churchmen not only 
recognized his desire to treat them considerately, but 
have never withheld expressions of gratitude for 
the deep spirituality of his teachings. In one of the 
many obituary notices which appeared in the English 
secular press on his death was cited the case of a 
well-known vicar —a leader among the High Church- 
men in the diocese, who, after a Visitation Address by 
the bishop on the need of personal growth in holi- 
ness, Was heard to declare: “There’s not «a bishop 
in Christendom that could help us better than our 
bishop does in these things.” 

It was not chiefly, however, as the great church 
leader that he was known and revered by Christians 
the world éver, but in connection with his ministry 
at the Keswick Convention. Coming under the in- 
fluence of fhe Movement for the Promotion of Scrip- 
tural Holiness, of which the convention is the abid- 
ing expression, early in the eighties, he threw him- 
self into -its work with characteristic quiet energy. 
And it is true to say that no man has ever made 
greater contribution to its effectiveness. Those were 
days when it was decidedly unpopular for any man 
of distinction or eminence to confess his sympathy 
with a movement which was considerably misunder- 
stood and grossly caricatured. But he never counted 
the cost of fidelity to Christ and his truth, and aligned 
himself fearlessly with the small group of men who, 
as pioneers, were bound together by ties stronger than 
those of denominational loyalties to bear witness to 
the reality of Christ’s power to “save to the utter- 
most.” 

His accurate scholarship helped in large measure 
to formulate the theology of the movement, and to 
guard it from the responsibility for exaggerated 
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Statements to which, in the nature of the case, it 
might easily have fallen victim. His luminous ad- 
dresses at the convention, and at its associated gath- 
erings throughout Great Britain, enabled thousands 
to apprehend the Gospel promises of deliverance from 
the power of sin and of enduement with the Holy 
Spirit for life“and service. ._ 

His devotional books are a large part of the rich 
treasure of spiritual literature which the movement 
has given to the Christian Church. He stood for 
and exemplified the highest type of discipleship, and 
all who came into contact with him in any odation- 
ship of Christian fellowship and service will forever 
think of him as a man who helped them to know 
Christ as much by what he was as by what he pro- 
claimed. ? 

His interpretation of the great truth of holiness 
— both in regard to its possibilities and limitations — 
may be gathered from the following extract from one 
ofhisconvention sermons. Speaking on the measureless 
power of the Redeemer in the life of the redeemed he 
declared: 

“I dare say that — /t is possible for those who really 
are willing to reckon the power of the Lord for 
keeping and victory, to lead a life in which his prom- 
ises are taken as they stand and are found to be 
true. 

“Tt is possible to cast all our care upon him daily 
and to enjoy deep peace in doing it. 

“It is possible to have the thoughts and imagina- 
tions of our hearts purified, in the deepest meaning of 
the word, through faith. 

“It is possible to see the will of God in everything, 
and to receive it, not with sighing, but with singing. 

“It is possible, by taking complete refuge in divine 
power, to become strong through and through; and, 
where previously our greatest weakness lay, to. find 
that the things whith formerly upset all our resolves 
to be patient or pure or humble, furnish to-day an 
opportunity — through Him who loved us, and works 
in us an agreement with his will and a blessed sense 
- his presence and his power —to make sin power- 
ess. 

“These things are divine possibilities, and because 
they are his work, the true experience of them will 
always cause us to bow lower- at his feet and te 
learn to thirst and long for more. We cannot pos- 
sibly be satisfied with anything less than — each day, 
each hour, each moment, in Christ, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit to walk with God.” 

And it is simply bare truth to say that he lived 
it all out—to the last letter. Of him, as of the 
Lord he loved and in whom he-delighted, it may be 
said that the Life in him was indeed light to men 
whose lives he touched. 

Now he has gone. But in reality, such a man 
never dies. For he lived in and for the will of 
God as he increasingly apprehended it, and will abide 
forever in the hearts of those who have learned 
Christ of him. 
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Under this heading in frequent issues of The Sunday 
School Times will be found ts of forth i 

Victorious Life Conferences, news of Conferences already 
held, teaching; and incidents about, and testimonies from, 
those who have accepted the free gift of Victory in Christ. 





New Missionary Volunteers at Stony 
Brook Conference 


OME one has said that you never know what 

is going to happen in a rescue mission, because 

when the Holy Spirit is at work he is likely 
to do some unusual thing. Those who had previously 
attended a Victorious Life Conference, and came 
to Stony Brook this year, realized anew that what 
is true of a rescue mission for sinners is true alse 
of a “rescue mission for Christians.” 

One new feature was the plan to hold two con- 
ferences, each starting Saturday and closing the fol- 
lowing Friday evening. This enabled perhaps one 
hundred and fifty or two hundred additional dele- 
gates to take advantage of the meetings, while a 
number stayed through for the two eon my On the 
opening night when the chairman asked for those 
who had never been to Stony Brook before to rise, 
every one was surprised when. perhaps four-fifths 
of the audience rose, while perhaps three-fourths 
of all had never been to a summer Victorious Life 
Conference previously. - 

One of the regrets of the old friends was the ab- 
sence of Dr. Griffith Thomas and Mr. Trumbull. The 
blessings that the Lord had brought through their 
presence and their teaching in former years was 
appreciated in a new way in their absence. The con- 
ference had the benefit of some of their messages, 
through the speakers’ testimonies from the platform, 
and from their written messages on Mr. Heinze’s lit- 
erature tables. Miss Winnie Thomas shared with the 
conference a letter from her father, which gave 
some interesting news of the party in the Orient. 
Then there came from Peitaiho this cablegram from 










































Mr. Trumbull and Dr. Charles Ernest Scott, “Greet- 
ings to Stony Brook. Philippians 4: 19.” read- 
ing this the delegates repeated, without referring to 
heir Testaments: “My God shall supply all your need 
ccording to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 

In the seven o’clock morning prayer hours, led the 
first week by Mr. Dinwiddie, and the second by Mr. 
Borton, Dr. Thomas and Mr. and Mrs. Trumbull 
were faithfully brought before the throne as well 
as in the daily prayer-meetings of the leaders. 

Another new feature of the conference was the 
mission study group on Russia and Israel led by 
‘Mr, Henry Hellyer, president of the Hebrew Chris- 
tian Alliance of America. His heart was made glad 
by the offering of the first young American mission- 
ary volunteer to Russia. here came also two gifts 
to be used for the training of missionaries for Russia, 
and Mr. Hellyer believes that the Lord is pre- 
paring to do a new thing for the evangelization of 
the millions of Jews im»Eastern Europe, especially 
Russia, for whom prdetitally nothing of a definite 
character is being done by American societies. 

On both opening Sundays, Dr. Glover, secretary of 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance, gave masterly 
addresses on the present call of the world for mis- 
sionary advance. His first message disclosed the 
almost utter blackness of the political and social out- 
look in Europe and Asia, but over against it the 
brightest missionary outlook that the church has 
ever faced. On the missionary night, when the mis- 
sionaries and volunteers spoke, Thursday of each 
week, there was sounded forth a call for the offer- 
ing of young life on an entirely new scale. 
ordinary volunteer system failed in the world war 
and patriotic conscription 9s necessary, so, Dr. 
Glover urged, it is necessary fo put our volunteering 
for missionary service in such a light that our Chris- 
tian young men and women will take it as a real 
conscription. About thirty new volunteers offered 
their lives for foreign missionary service at Stony 
Brook. 

There were features of the summer conference 
that were not new, although their manifestation was 
decidedly so; Always there is at Victorious Life Con- 
ferences the gracious work of the Holy Spirit in 
changing lives, and always there is the agentes 
of the enemy to overthrow in any possible way. 
Some are sent of the Lord to these conferences just 
for intercession, and day after day these, together 
with others who have the burden for prayer, spent 
hours in the prayer-room. Two or three incidents 
suggest some of the visible results. 

In a town of New Jersey, several people prayed 
that the way might open for some of their’ young 
people to attend the conference. As the time drew 
near, many obstacles arose, but the Lord overruled 
and the delegates came, a different group, however, 
from that originally planned. Among them was a 
family of two brothers and two sisters. The boys 
joined the young men’s prayer group led by Mr. 

uncan Thomas, and before the conference was very 
old found a wonderful new secret for Christian sm 
One Thursday night, at the. call for missionary vo 
unteers, these two brothers and two sisters rose to 
offer themselves for the foreign mission field. When 
they arrived home everybody in the church and in 
their own home knew that something had happened 
somethi that cannot happen except when Go 
works, “Dos of the boys greeted his mother first 
of all with the joyful word that he believed the Lord 
wanted him to go to South America. Then almost 
immediately he began to get in touch with his closest 
friends and tell them of the wonderful new life ‘he 
had found in the Lord. The next week the mother 
of. these four missionary volunteers came to the con- 
ference full of joy and thanksgiving. 

In a church in a large city one of the workers had 
been much in prayer for the young people. He him- 
self had received great blessing at a Victorious Life 
Conference, and he believed that the best thing to do 
was to send young men and women to Stony Brook. 
Accordingly he himself paid the expenses for twenty 
or more delegates. Several of his guests came. for 
the first conference, but most of the young people 
were in the group that pounced down upon Stony 
Brook the second week. Twenty-four of them there 
were, but most of them young boys and girls, full of 
life, and knowing scarcely anything, according to 
their own testimony, about this “Victorious Life.” 
They had heard. something of Victorious Life Con- 
ferences, and some of them had a fixed determina- 
tion that they were not going to be “changed.” As 
one girl put it in her testimony, she did not want 
to be changed, and was going back the same as she 
came.. “But now I am changed, and I believe the 
-folks back home will see it.” 

One of the boys frankly admitted that he had come 
with the thought of showing the Stony Brook peo- 
ple what a rough crowd they could be. He never 
dreamed that he would get converted or anything of 
that sort. Before the close of the conference every 
one of the twenty-four had taken a public stand 
and surrendered completely to the Lord Jesus Christ 
and were trusting him to control their lives. This 
may not mean that these young men and women have 
a clear view of the Scriptural truth concerning vic- 
tory in Christ. It does mean that God so worked 
in this group_that the folks in the church and in 
the home kneD that changes had taken place that 
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could not-be explained except by the word, “We have 
n_ the Lord” Of course this work is only a be- 
Will you be one of the intercessors to ask 
may safeguard these young people and 
keep them _in the center of his will, that even as they 
received Christ Jesus at Stony Brook, so they may 
continue to walk in him, not turned aside the 
temptations which are sure to come. ; 
Each of these conferences was closed by-a blessed 
communion service, which made reai the Post-Con- 
ference verse, just two words of Luke 24:15, “Jesus 
himself.” Dr. Ford C; Ottman gave the closing mes- 
sage for the second conference, and pointed to the 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ as the goal of the 
Christian’s expectation and hope, and the incentive 
for service. The acceptance of victory in Christ 


secn 
ginning. 
that 


was seen not as the end of the race, but rather- 


its beginning, and Dr. Ottman set forth Paul as a 
true example for the one who would continue in 
victory and go on to lay hold on all that for which 
he had been laid hold. “Brethren, I count not my- 
self yet_to have laid hold: but one thing I do, for- 
getting the things which are behind, and stretching 
“forward to the things that are before, I press on 
toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3: 13, 14). 


3 
When “King Fog” Died in Africa 
TH dead king’s name is a long, tongue-twisting 
thing, Chimfwamalembachivulemvulachidimulanga. 


But there is very much thought in this unmasticated 
mouthful, for it means, “A-fog-of-a-fellow-yet-do-not- 


judge-him-too-quickly-for-an - African - fog - means-: 


either-much-rain-or-much-sunshine.” In other words, 
this Chona-knew he was not much to look at, knew 
also that facial beauty often means a disappointing 
degree of ethical attainment, hence his choice of the 
local fog as a name because of its equivocal char- 
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ae 
acter, may mean bad rain or sweet sunshine — “don’t 
trust appearances” sort of hint. Curious that this 
word for fog, Chimfwa, also means “death,” the 
very point I now drive home to those swarmi 
crowds who know too well the equivocal effect o 
their fogs, perhaps oom perhaps bad weather re- 
sulting; perhaps a happy heaven or unholy hell, 
Chimfwa, a fog, death, perhaps? who knows what 
will happen? Once I snapped his profile with a 
Kodak and he was quite exasperated abqut haying 
only “the half of his face.” “No,” said he, “I want 
the other half of my face.” Well, true to his double- 
innuendo name.of “the fog,” I never saw that other 
half, but in his very death he left me the lovely 
legacy of a large Bible school built right up near 
his own private compound, fifty feet by thirty-six. 

Not only this, but across stream in his territory he 
encouraged the building of five such Bible schools, 
at Kinkonka’s, at Kanswa, at Mutavi’s, at Duvye’s, at 
Chipata’s, all of which are now running strong. These 
are the cocoons from which we hope to hatch a 
Spurgeon anda Moody. Besides, his royal initiative 
was infectious; then followed the Bible school at 
Kasenga, then the one at, Mpweto, then the Lukon- 
solwa one, then the one at the Mukuva river, besides 
three more in the outskirts, not to’-mention the 
mother of them all in Luanza, 800 on the roll, per- 
haps 1,000 soon! Well done for the Luban monarch; 
surely this dear old noncommittal King Fog eventu- 
ated in sweet sunshine at last. I should like to 
think so, at any rate, for they tell me that, well on 
to the end, he stuck to the personal supervision of 
“God’s House,” urging the workers on with beat 
of native drum and orchestra, a sincere and digni- 
fied African who never was on talking terms with 
a lie. So there it was in his own memorial building 
we mourned him dead, his own name, “Fog,” “Per- 
haps” goading me on to gush out those dozens of 
“we knows” gladdening John’s Gospel—Dan Craw- 
ford’s February Letter from Luanza. 





How to Study the Dispensations 


Putting the whole Bible into seven pigeonholes 


By Ella E. Pohle 
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Miss E. E. Pohle is a remarkably accurate and remarkably spiritual student of the Word,’’ says 


Dr. C. I. Scofield, whose secretary she was for'eleven years. 
It has the most unusual merit, too, of simplicity.”’ 
Miss Pohle’s four very rich_dispensational charts, ‘‘ The Six Periods,’’ ‘* The 


chart work, and find it accurate and clear. 


**I have carefully examined her 


colors), ‘‘The Two Advents,’’ ‘‘The Seven Great Covenants,’’ and her booklet, *‘The Seven 
Great Covenanis,’’ may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, for 15 cents each. 


ArE™ years ago a missionary from Korea, home 
on furlough, was attracted to my chart on the 
Seven Dispensations. She took it back to Korea, and 
wrote asking permission to translate it into the 
Korean language. A few copies of the printed trans- 
lation were returned, and true to Asiatic style, it 
was printed backwards, the Kingdom age coming 
first, and that of Innocence last. With the copies 
was a printed letter, for American circulation, tell- 
ing of the missionary’s experience with the chart. 

n Oriental countries, in which our democratic 
ways are as shocking as is the foot-binding of China 
to-us Occidentals, it is considered extremely improper 
for men and women to attend any kind of a meeting 
in common together. This missionary’s work was 
exclusively with the women. So she began to teach 
the Dispensations. from a large chart she had had 
painted, hanging it up across the front of the hall 
where the Bible class was held. 

Soon the men, hearing the wemen tell of the won- 
derful new teaching, began to send in requests 
through their wives to be admitted to the class. But 
there was that old tantalizing custom. Was there 
any way to overcome it? Then a bright native sug- 
gested that they might hang some sheets down the 
center of the hall, with the men on one side and 
the women on the other. This was done, and the 
only evidence one sex had that the other sex was 
only separated from them by a sheet or two was an 
occasional sneeze, feminine or masculine, as the case 
might be. 

The teacher and the chart at the front served 
both men-and women at the same time.. Another 
chart on the Cross of Christ was used in connection 
with the one on Dispensations, and in a short time 
the Spirit of God worked so mightily through this 
line of teaching that a blessed revival brought. joy 
and salvation to the whole mission station. 

The method of pursuing dispensational study is a 
simple one, though the whole Bible is covered. It 
gives the student, as it were, seven pigeon-holes into 
which all of the Bible, rightly divided, may be placed, 
though its marvelous unity is maintained through- 
out. For example, the student learns to distinguish 
between Israel and the Church; he learns that in 
origin, caliing, promise, rule of conduct, worship, 
and destiny, all is contrast. Hence when he reads, 
for example, the Ninety-first Psalm, he knows that 


it belongs, so far as promise of earthly blessing is 
concerned, to Israel, not to the Church, whose dis- 
tinctive blessing is heavenly, not earthly, as with 
the Jew in the age of Law. Miultitudes of Christians 
durifig the recent war have stumbled over this Psalm, 
puzzled and disappointed, through lack of a proper 
understanding of dispensational truth. 

All time from creation to “the new heaven and the 
new earth” has been divided into dispensations or 
ages. Man’s failure with each test (the name of 
the Dispensation constituting the test) brings on 
the judgment which ends each dispensation. Five 
of these dispensations have already passed; we are 
now nearing the tlose of the sixth, and undoubtedly 
will soon enter the seventh, the glorious Kingdom 
age, described by the prophets. 

The best method of pursuing this study is to give 
a bird’s-eye view of the whole for the first lesson, 
explaining the reason for the change in God’s method, 
age by age. Touch on man’s spiritual condition; his 
responsibility as to innocence, conscience, human 
government, promise, law, grace, and kingdom; his 
failure arid the consequent judgment, age by age. 
Touch on the period of time covered by each age; 
on the beginning of the race in Adam; of the Jew- 
ish race in Abram; of the church -at Pentecost, 
though “chosen in Him-‘rom the foundation of the 
world,” — all indicated on the chart; on the scarlet 
line running through the ages to the Cross.- Then 
trace the course of the Church from Pentecost to the 
Kingdom. Touch on the two resurrections; the five 
judgments, still future; the period of tribulation; 
and end with the glorious prospect awaiting the 
earth in the Kingdom age. 

‘Now the class is ready for the real study. Week 
by week take up the dispensations, reading the ref- 
erences connected with each. With this study as 
foundational, one may, either individually or in 
classes, go on to the study of the Jew, the Gentile, 
and the Church; Law and Grace; the Finished Work 
of Christ at Calvary; Kingdom Truth; the Judg- 
ments; the Resurrections; Salvation and Rewards; 
Satan; the Holy Spirit; the Seven Great Covenants; 
the Two Advents of Christ; and in fact any theme 
of Bible study that may be pursued will ica a 
flood_of light and joy to the one who uses this key 
to unlock the Word. 2 


Conreravo Sprincs, Cot. 
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Lesson for October 3 


Matthew 1 and 2 ~ 
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The Jew and the Newspaper 
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Jewish women giving their jewels for Palestine 


‘ By Thomas M. Chalmers rerysucie ii irzeiestion sociees 










ation of Palestine is revealing the spirit of 

sacrifice among Jewish women. It is reported 
that Mrs. Nathan Straus has given all her jewels 
to this cause. Led by Mrs. Herbert Samuel, whose 
husband has gone to Palestine as Britain’s first 
High Commissioner over Palestine, prominent Eng- 
lish Jewesses have started a movement to give 
their jewels for the Palestine Restoration Fund. 
The same spirit marks multitudes of Jewish women 
in Poland, Galicia, Lithuania, and even Palestine, 
where the sacriftces have been remarkable. Over 
two thousand pounds was contributed in cash and 
jewelry at a reception in Jerusalem. Nor is the will- 
ingness. to give for this cause confined to any part 
of the world, but everywhere Jews and Jewesses 
are pouring out their money and gifts for the re- 
building of the Jewish nation in Palestine. In Ger- 
many the Zionist Organization has been overwhelmed 
with offers of aid, and the Zionists there propose 
to contribute 200,000,000 marks within the next ten 
years. 


Tate enthusiasm aroused in behalf of the restor- 


we 
Con Disorder in Palestine 


i IS arn gd ng | to read -6f almost continual out- 
rages in the Holy Land. These troubles occur 
on both sides of the B one oe owing to the weakness, 
says the Jerusalem News, of the Sherifian Govern- 
ment. “The result is that chaos reigns. To quote 
the words of an influential Bedouin, ‘The Sherifian 
Government cannot keep order, so we are doing it 
ourselves with our swords, each village on its own 
account. There are feuds everywhere,‘ and every 
one goes armed. Not a day passes but two, or a 
dozen, or twenty men are slain, Trains run on the 
Hedjaz Railway once a week, but armed parties 
hold up every train and search it for their enemies, 
whom they kill at sight.’” 

Various villages in Northern Palestine have bees 
devastated by Bedouins. The casualties at Ain-Abel 
alone were. eighty-five killed and two hundred and 
fifty wounded. Marash, right.in the plain of Sharon, 
near the coast,- was raided, and one Jew killed. At 
least ten Jewish ‘colonies have. been’ raided, with 
great loss of property and considerable loss of life. 
There have been raids near Jericho and in the neigh- 
borhood of Haifa. 

: ye 


An Agricultural Show in Haifa e 


HE first Agricultural Show, just held in Haifa, 
was a great success. The large grounds were 
lined with stalls, in which most of the best exhibits 
were by Jews, says the Zionist Bulletin. The Arabs 
believed they would be outclassed, and many of them 
stayed away accordingly, or came as spectators. The 
percentage of prizes won by the Arabs who did 
exhibit, however, was remarkablv high. Arabs, for 
instance, won all the prizes for wheat. The first 
prize for barley was won by a Jew, but the second 
and third went to Arabs. A German carried off all 
the honors for eggs. Jews carried the entire field 
with their potato exhibits —it was stated that better 
potatoes would hardly be found in any exhibition in 
the world. All the hg for industrial exhibits 
fell to Jews, some excel 
The Government’s Experimental Station provided 
a highly educative, well-considered exhibit of trees 
and wheat, showing many varieties of the latter, in- 
cluding Australian, never before grown in Pales- 
tine. A small motor-cultivator on vtew created quite 
a sensation. , 
© 


Jews of East Asia 


Fe jpene onsen hal of a Zionist journal in 
London gives some details regarding Jews ia 
Japan and China: \ 

‘The English-speaking Jews in Tokyo and Yoko- 
hama, who were the first Jewish settlers in Japaa, 
have long lost all touch with Judaism. Jewish life 
in the country is kept up by the Jews from Russia, 
who came there partly as war prisoners in the Russe- 
Japanese war, partly as. refugees during and after 
the World War. There are about one hundred and 
fifty Jews in Nagasaki, one thousand in Yokohama, 
and some in Kobe. Most of them regard them- 
selves as in the country only femporarily, and there- 
fore have not bestirred themselves to found Jewish 
institutions of a permanent character. 

“In China there are modern settlements at Hoag- 
Kong and Shanghai. The community of Hong-Kong, 
once very prosperous, is beginning to decline, owing 
to emigration, while that.of Shanghai bids fair to 
become one of the chief Jewish centers of the East. 


ent cabinet work being shown. 


The Jewish community in that city is divided into 
two sections — the Sephardic and the Russian.” 


Great Objectives of Zionists 


HE recent World Zionist Conference in London 
_& in July framed a definite program with six ob- 
jectives for the colonization of Palestine. They are: 

t. The Zionist Organization must settle as many Jews 
as possible and as quickly as possible in Palestine, cer- 
tainly between 30,000 and 50,000 within the next year. 

z. It must acquire large tracts of land in those parts 
of Palestine which are healthful in climate and soil, with- 
out trespassing on the Arab possesgions. — 

3. Large sums of money must be raised by.taxation. The 
Zionists are expected to make the first sacrifice. 

4. The Zionist policy toward the Arabs must be one of 
complete co-operation and good will. 

s. The Zionist Organization must seek permission of the 
present administrative authority in Palestine to maintain 
one Jewish regimept for self-defense of the country as 
might at any time™Weconf necessary. 

6. The Zionist Organization must itself be reorganized 
to meet the needs of the hour, and must be a practical 
working organization. 


_ Political Zionism has completed its task, and Pales- 
tine will belong to the Jews. Practical Zionism now 
takes up its work, as outlined above. The Jewish 
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A Chair in Hebrew has been established in the new Frank- 
fort University. 

Among 140,000 Organized Garment Workers in the United 
States, 110,000 are Jews. 

Enterprising Film Companies are already Leking for fa- 
cilities to film the ceremonies in connection with the in- 
auguration of the Jewish National Home in Palestine. 


In Homor of the San Remo Decision, there was a great 
procession at Brest-Litovsk of 3,000 school children,~ who 
carried flags with Jewish national colors, and sang He- 
brew somgs. 


Plans for the Mobilization of the Jewish Women of the 
world, to aid in the restoration of the Holy Land, were 
to be prepared at the first International Conference of Jew- 
ish. women ever held, which was to take place in connection 
with the World Zionist Conference in London in July. 


The Damage by Anti-Jewish Riots in Jerusalem has been 
the subject of inquiry by a commission, which has made a 
preliminary report. This report divides the damages into 
three classes. The looted goods are yalued at 66,000 pounds; 
cash, 14,000; and damage to houses, 10,000 pounds, making 
nearly half a million dollars. There is one Jewish member 
on the commission. 


The Minister of Religion and Public Instruction. in Greece 
is laying before the Chamber a bill officially recognizing 
the Israelite community of Salonica as the chief Israelite 
authority in Greece. The bill confirms all religious, judi- 
cial, and educational privileges which the Jews already 
enjoy in Greece, and recognizes the Sabbath as a non- 
working day of the Jews. 


Numbers of Young People Use Hebrew to-day in Buko- 
vina for ordinary purposes of conversation. In every circle 
are to be found persons who habitually talk together in 
Hebrew, and about two hundred members of the 
“Hashomtr” use Hebrew as the language of their every- 
day life. As Bukovina is almost virgin soil for modern 
Hebrew culture, this advance is remarkable. 


Cutting a Canal to-Flood the Jordan Valley and the Dead 
Sea was advocated in a reeent letter to the London Times. 
This, it was contended, would abolish the must unhealthy 
land in Palestine, provide a transport route to Haifa, in- 
crease the rainfall and fertility of the Hauran, place Jeru- 
salem within ten miles of a port, facilitate commercial 
development and afford a beautiful trip to tourists. 


Hebrew Education in Paléstine proceeds apace. Sixty- 
two Hebrew schools, with,390 teaclrtrs and 8,085 pupils, are 
being conducted in Jerusalem by the Board of Education 
ef the Zionist Commission. The schools are eonducted 
eatirely in Hebrew. The Zioni3t schools in Jerusalem in- 
clude a Hebrew teachers’ seminary, two high schools, an 
art schoel, nine primary schools, twelve kindergartens, 
sevea technical schools, and twenty-eight religious schogls. 


The Cendition of Jewish Orphan Children in Central 
Eurepe is most: distressing. These orphans number 100,000 
ia Poland, made such by the war and the pogroms. In 
Eastern Galicia are 12,000, while all Galicia has over 25,000. 
The children are in rags, without shirts or footwear. Linen 
eannet be washed for lack of soap, and the dirt is fright- 
ful. French Jewesses are feeking to furnish some relief, 
aud Baron James de Rothschild suggests taking 25,000 
Galician orphans to Palestine. 


Indescribable Misery is the Plight of Jewish students in 
Vienna. They number about 6,00e. Most of them have 
had their health undermined by the hardships of military 
service. The bulk of them come from the East (Galicia, 
Bukovina, Poland), and they are obliged to remain in 
Vienna ewing to the destruction of their homes and the 
Closing ef the Rumanian and Polish universities to them. 
Lately, alse, 2 number of Jewish students have come from 
err, because of their exclusion from the universities 
there. 


nation is in process of re-formation on its own land. 
Bible poenecy is vindicated. We may trust God 
to fulfill all the rest. He says (Jer. 1:12, R, V.); 
“I watch over my word to perform it.” 


we 
Trade and Shipping of Palestine 


Shay Trade and Industry Department Report for 
the first quarter of this year shows the followi 
as the number of steamers and sailing vessels whi 
called at Jaffa, Haifa, and Acre: Steamers, 142, with 
a total tonnage of 153,032; safling vessels, 189, with 
a tonnage of 1,685; 145 sailing vessels were registered 
in Palestine. 

_ The figures for March, 1920, show a great increase 
in the trade of Palestine, especially in imports, due 
to the heavy government purohase of flour, rice, and 
other foodstuffs. The imports amounted to 629,711 
English pounds, an increase of 340,359 podis < im 
the month. The exports were valued at 124,961 
pounds, an increase of 22,745 pounds, The imports 
from Great Britain into Palestine for the month were 
valued at 161,616 pounds, and from the United States, 
40,092 pounds. 


The Black Jews of Dahomey 


ONE of the surprising facts in the history of the 
Jews is the number of separate tribes and col- 
onies of them dwelling in many parts of the world, 
and whose life has for many centuries formed ne 
part of the general history of the Jewish people. The 
following, from the Zionist Review, is of special in- 
terest at this time, when the tribes of Israel are 
gathering back to Palestine: 


Mr. Kindai Lo Bagola, a member of a black Jewish tribe 
of West Africa, who is shortly returning to Palestine, 
where he served in the British army, gave an interest- 
ing address on the Jews of Dahomey at a meeting of the 
Southwest Zionist Society, Brixton, London, on June 13. 
He said they were not so much Jews as Israelites. ‘They 
were a happy and-contented tribe, and knew nothing of 
the. hurry and scurry of the life of the modern Jew in 
other countries. The Judaism of the tribe to which he 
belonged was Biblical and not rabbinical. They had a 
temple in which sacrifices were still carried out. There 
was a high priest and seven families of priests, who were 
responsible for the moral and religious training of the 
community. ve 

The laws were written on the native clay of the temple 
walls, and the Bible was burnt on parched skin in original 
Hebrew type. The tribe does not ‘know of any other books 
except the Five Books of Moses. Sabbath is strictly kept, 
and a distinct Judaism has been maintained for centuries, 
which is wonderful when it is realized that the tribe is 


surrounded by numerous black communities of idol-wor- . 


shipers. The speaker declared that the Jews of Dahomey 
have a great love for Zion, and they would be overjoyed 
if they knew of the San Remo decision. 


we 
Will the League of Nations Save the Jews? 


T2 question is very difficult of solution. Ne 
Berlin Congress method will avail anything. Rou- 
mania knew-how to evade all provisions for grant- 
ing rights to her Jews, in spite of that Congress. 
How can the League of Nations change the feelings 
of the multitudes who hate the Jews and believe their 
hatred justified? Some may say this is a matter 
of simple justice. But we are not living in a world 
of justice, but of sin and rebellion. If it were other- 
wise we should not need the return of our Lord. 
Justice tor the Jew is wrapped up with the question 
of justice to the greatest of all Jews. The Jews 
themselves have denied Him justice, and the provi- 
dence of God has so mixed up the Jews with the least 
Christian peoples in Christendom, the most supersti- 
tious and Jew-hating, that no outside power will find 
it possible to secure the safety of these persecuted 
masses in the midst of hostile populations. 
The-League of Nations will likely pave the way 
for the coming confederacy of ten kingdoms in the 
future Roman Empire. Does not Psalm 83 speak of 
that new leagug as against Israel? There ten nations 
take crafty counsel against the people of God and 
say, “Come, and let us cut them off from being a 
nation; that the name of Israel may be no more im 
remembrance.” If this is done against the Jews of 
Palestine in the future, within the confines of that 
conféderacy, how will the ‘prototype of that union, 
the present League of Nations, protect the Jews out- 
side its borders? Some years ‘ago the head of the 
Holy Russian Synod proposed a solution of the Rus- 
sian Jewish problem: one-third would be forcibly con- 
verted, one-third exiled, and the remaining third 
killed. If a leading church dignitary could talk thus 
in cold blood, what may one expect of the ignorant 
mobs of baptized heathen in all Eastern Europe? 


— 
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THE sUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


LESSON 1. OCTOBER 3. BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD OF JESUS 


Matthew I and 2 


Golden Text.—Thou shalt call his name Jesus ; for it is he that shall save his people from their sins.—Matt. 1 : 21 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class , 
GOOD guest is not welcome among bad folks,” 
An illustration of this fact from boy (or girl) 
life is given by Mr, Howard in his suggestions 
for the superintendent's “closing talk. e* same 
thought is expressed by Mr. Ridgway (1) in a differ- 
ent way. One class of men at Christ’s first coming 
loved his appearing (compare 2 Tim. 4:8), and an- 
other class hated it. The world is not greatly changed 
in our day from that of the Wise-men and Herod, from 
the shepherds and the Pharisees. 
Our Background Material 
The structure of the Gospel of Matthew as worked 
out in the Companion Bible is impressive, and affords 
a remarkable analysis of the whole book. 
Ajit : 1-2: 23. Pre-Ministerial. 
B\3 : 1-4. The Forerunner. 
Cli3 : 5-17. The Baptism: with Water. 


D\q4 : 1-11. The Temptation: yoo Wilderness, 
E|F| 4: 12-7: 29. The Kingdém Pro- Christ’ 
| G\8: 1-16: 20. The King claimed F er id 
| G16 : 21-20 : 34. The King Rej 4 Mini: oe 
|F| 21 : 1-26: 35. The Kingdom ejecte inistry 


Dj26 : 36-46. The Agony: in the Garden 
C\26 : 47-28: 15. The Baptism: of Suffefthg (Death, 
)/Burial, and ‘Resurrection, 20 : 22). 
B\28 : 16-18. The Successors. 
Al2é : 19, 20. Post-Ministerial. “ 


How to link the “thousand-year” step between the 
last lesson and this-oné by taking a bird’s-eye view of 
the whole history of Israel, in the light of the motto 
for the book of Matthew and the key-word to the 
book, is suggested by Mrs. Askew. (1) 

The place of Matthew’s Gospel in the canon of 


Scripture, and a biographical word about. Matthew 


himself are good Background suggestions offered by 
Mrs. Askew in her paragraphs numbered 2 and ;: 

Every teacher ought to have at hand, particularly 
for the preparation of this first lesson in Matthew, 
from which book the lessons of two Quarters are now 
to be taken, the study of the book by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, entitled, “How to Study the Gospel of Mat- 
thew,” which appeared in last week’s issue of The 
Sunday School Times, and which may be had in 
pamphlet form from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, for 40 cts. 
a dozen; 4 cents each, $3 a hundred. 


The Lesson Itself 
The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 
son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 
of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
. quickly locating the references. ° 
A debt of gratitude is due the International Les- 
son Committee for letting us study now a part of 
God’s Word which it seems to bé taken for granted 
is not seasonable except, at Christmas time. God’s 
most wondrous gift to the world (John 3:16) was 
a gift we ought to thank him for 365 times a year, 
and the Lord’s birthday is-one that we ought to cele- 
brate in our hearts every day. The wonderful geneal- 
ogy of our Lord, which both Matthew and Luke 
record, from different standpoints, is dealt with in 
a most illuminating way by Mr. Pace in his lesson 
diagram as well as in his accompanying explanation. 
Matthew shows the royal descent, as Luke the racial 
descent of our Lord. These genealogies should be 
studied and their points of similarity and contrast 
= out to the class, (See also Dr. Griffith Thomas, 
1 


The word “now” of 1:18 might be rendered “but,” 
and draws a contrast between, not the birth, but 
the begetting of Jesus Christ and all of his ancestors 
as given in verses 2 to 16. It helps us to realize the 
emphasis that the Spirit is putting on the wonder of 
the virgin birth to see this contrast —“But the be- 
getting of Jesus Christ was on this wise,” 

Mary was espoused (1:18) to Joseph By divine 
ordering, so that the two lines through Gaiemnen 
(1:6) and Nathan (Luke 3:31) might be united and 
exhaustéd in the Messiah. . 

According to Deuteronomy 22: 22 Mary would have 
to be stoned to death if Joseph had made her a public 
example (v. 19;- compare Jobn 8:5). Joseph’s plan 
was to put her away secretly, by putting a bill of 
divorcement in her hand (Deut. 24:1). This was. 
an assault of Satan upon Joseph, even as he had 4s- 
saulted Abraham before (Gen. 12:11, 13). The 
highway of the royal seed throughout Old Testa- 
ment history is marked by continuous subtle efforts 
of the evil one to prevent the birth of the Messiah. 

Names have a far greater significance in the East 
than in the Western world. The study of Bible names 
is always fascinating. Both Joseph (1:21) and Mary 
(Luke 1:31) were commanded by angel mes- 





‘according to the 





Devotional ing >, Isa. 9: 2-7. 

Aaltional Matera ot Teachen' Isa. 7: 14-16; Mic. 5:2; Lukes 
and 2. 

Primary Topic: The Wise Men Visit the Child Jesus: 
Lesson Material: Matt. 2: 1-12. 
Memory Verse: Opening their treasures they offered unto 

him gifts.— Matt. 2:11. 

unior Topic: The Child Jesus Escapes from a Wicked King. 
Lesson Material ; Matt. 2: 1-15. 
Memory Verse; Psalm gr : 11. 


Intermediate and Senior Topic: The of King. 
Toot or Youne Poole und Adu? ‘The King Comes a0 Little 


J 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lessen helps is 
Matthew 2: 1-15 


Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judza in 
the days of Herod fhe king, behold, 'Wise-men from the 
east came to Jerusalem,’ saying, Z “Where is he- that is 
born King of the Jews? for we saw his star in the east, 
and are come to ‘worship him. 3. And when Herod the 
king heard it, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him. 4 And gathering together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ 
should be born. 5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem 
of Judea: for thus it is written through the prophet, 

6‘And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, 

Art in no wise least among the princes of Judah: 

For Gut of thee shall come forth a governor, 

Who shall be shepherd of my people Israel. ~ 
7 Then Herod privily called the *Wise-men, and learned 
of them exactly ‘what time the star appeared. 8 And he 
sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search out ex- 
actly concerning the young child; and when ye have found 
him, bring me word, that I also may come. and *worship 
him. 9 And they, having heard the king, went their way; 
and lo, the star, which they saw in the emst, went before 
them, till it came and stood over where the young child 
was. 10 And when they saw the star, they rejoiced with 
exceeding great joy. 11 And they came into the house and 
saw the young child with Mary his mother; and they fell 
down and worshipped him; and opening their treasures 
they offered unto him gifts, id and frankincense and 
myrrh. 12 And being warned of C God in a dream that they 
should not return to Herod, they departed into their own 
country another way. 

13 Now when they were departed, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise 
and take the young child and his mother, and flee into 
Egypt, and be thou there until I tell thee: for Herod will 
seek the young child to destroy him. 14 And he arose 
and took the young child and his mother by night, and 
departed into Egypt; 15 and was there until the death of 
Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet, saying, °Out of Egypt did I 
call my son. 

1Gr. Magi. Compare Esther 1.13; Dan. 2.12; Acts 

13.6, 8. Or, Where is the King of the Jews that is born? 

®The Greek word denotes an act of reverence whether 

paid to a creature (see ch. 4.9; 18.26), or to the Creator 

(see ch. 4.10). *Mic. 5.2. *Or, the time of the star that 

appeared *Hos, 11.1 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 
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The Truth that Is Golden 


_ The Lord Jesus might just as easily have been born 
in a palace as in a stable. It was for our sakes that 
he became poor (2 Cor. 8:9) —this prince of glory, 
the possessor and-the store of all the world’s wealth. 
Are we worthy followers of him in the matter of 
humility? He taught that we should be so, when he 
girded himself with a towel and washed his dis: 
ciples’ feet. (See Dr. Smellie’s study.) 


Teaching Points " 


The first question in the Olé Testament shows 
God seeking man (Gen. 3:9). Man never would 
have been able to find God otherwise. We find man 
is taking advantage of the wonderful privilege of 
revelation, and the first question in the New Testa- 
ment shows man seeking God (2: 2). 


“Head knowledge without heart love may be used 
against Christ.” Some the worst persecutors in 
church history have been scholarly theologians. The 
scribes, who lent their learning to Herod in his effort 
to encompass the death of Christ, never once sought, 
as did the Wise-men, the person of the Lord in order 
to welcome and worship him. s 

The outburst of joy on the paft of the Wise-men 
is little to be wond@red at (v.10), for that star 
signified the pte, Fer light upon a black and bloody 
world (Illustration Round-Table, 1). 

Four attitudes to Christ which are as evident to- 
day as they were two thousand years ago are pointed 
out by Dr. Thomas (III, 4). ‘ 

How David, whom we have been studying in the 
past Quarter’s lessons, typifies his greater Son is em- 
phasized by Mrs. Bryner in teaching for the younger 
children, and in this the vivid illustrations of the 
Little Jetts will likewise be helpful. 

Questions for Study and Discussion 
- Why are two genealogies (Matthew’s and Luke’s) 
“given in the Bible? 

How did the Wise-men know “what the star sig- 
nified? 

What is the first prophecy quoted in the New Testa- 
ment? 


How were Joseph and Mary able to finance their 
flight into Egypt? 
PHILADELPHIA. 






This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





sages from God to give the name Jesus to Mary’s 
firstborn — Jesus being a combination of Jah (he - 
hovah) and Hoshea (Num. 13: 16), God our Saviour, 
or God who is salvation (Dr. Thomas, I, 2). And 
why this name? The Holy Spirit gives the answer, 
and the masters of the text tell us the F ropes is 
emphatic — “for he’—and none other (Acts 4:12) 
—he is the one who—“shall save hi 
their sins”! (1: 21.) See Round-Table, 2.) 

“Their sins.” The Greek word is “hamartia” —a 
failing to hit the mark, whether by omission or com- 
mission, in thought, word, or deed. 

Prophecy is always associated with man’s failure. 
The first prophecy was given when Adam failed to 
stand his test. The advent of the Messiah is in the 
midst of fulfilling prophecy (see The Prophecy in 
this Lesson). The-first quoted’ prophecy in the New 
Testament is that of the Virgin Birth (1:22, 23; Isa. 
7:14» see Dr. Thomas, I,.2). The series, “Luke and 
the Virgin Birth,” by Dr. A. T. Robertson, in The 
Stinday. School Times of May 20, June 12, and August 
21, will be helpful to those who keep their files. 

It is nowhere said that there were three Wise-men, 
and the idea that there were but three seems to have 
arisen from the fact that three different kinds of 
gifts were presented. Who the Wise-men may have 
been is disctissed by Dr. Thomas (I, 3). 

The simplest explanation. of the star in the East, 
ambridge Bible, is that a star or 
meteor appeared in the sky to guide the Magi. “It 
appears to be proved that thé dog-star Sirius rose 
heliacally, that is, appeared at sunrise on the first 
of the yptian month, Mesori, for four years in 
succession, viz, 5, 4, 3, 2, before our era. The rising 
of this star of special brilliance on the first of this 
special month (Mesori=birth of the prince) would 
have a marked significance. By. the Magi it might 
well be connected with the prophecy of ‘the star of 
Jacob,’ and become the cause of -their journey to 
Jerusalem.” 


his people from. 


Tue Law or Aim—Every lesson and teach- 
ing process is conditioned and determined by 
. the aim of the teacher and pupil. 











fo: aim of the pupil in the preparation of the 
lesson is likely to be set by the teacher in its 
assignment, but this aim is ordinarily within the 
compass of a larger aim which the teacher does 
not necessarily reveal in making the assignment. In 
short, the two aims are never antagonistic, but 
they need not be coincident. In the lesson before 
us, it may be that the aim suggested to the class in 
the assignment may be verifying the details of this 
familiar Christmas story of the Word, so that the 
class shall not only be able to relate it in the usual 
way, but be clear as to its details and able to fit 
it into the equally familiar story of Luke. Or it 
may be that the class will be asked to discover in 
the conduct of the Wise-men practical suggestions 
for our relation to the Lord. a 

The aim of the teacher, which in the assignment 
he may not mention, but which it may be his hope 
to attain in the teaching of the lesson, may be the 
impressing of his class with the marvelous love of 
God for sinful man, manifested through all his deal- 
ings with his chosen people and drawing to its su- 
preme manifestation through the incarnation. To 
this end the teacher may, ask the class to indicate 
the clear evidences of God’s supernatural working 
in the story itself, first without special reference to 
the fulfilment of prophecy, and later by pointing ‘out 
how many times there are such references in this 
beginning of a life-story that was pivoted at every 
turn from the manger of Bethlehem to the tomb of 
Joseph upon the prophetic word, and which moved 
through events apparently the most natural as well 
as the most unexpected, “that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled.” 


Huntincpon, Pa. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Time.—It is now universally recognized that our 
resent computation is incorrect, and that’Christ was 
en at least four years before the common era. 


1. The Lesson’s Main Message 
The Royal Descent as Se7). The Gospel opens 
with Christ’s genealogy, there % connecting him with 
the past in Jewish history. eginning with Abra- 
ham, Matthew traces Christ to vid, and then on 
to Joseph, the husband of Mary. It is well known 


that there are differences between Matthew’s and 


Luke’s genealogy, for Luke. beginning with Jesus, 
traces the descent through David's son, Nathan, up 
to Adam. The best explanation is that Matthew 


gives the genealogy of Joseph, while Luke gives the 
genealogy of Mary, for Joseph as the husband of 
Mary would be quite sufficient to make Jesus of the 
line of David. Thus one is the royal, the other 
the natural line. Matthew shows Jesus as the Kin 
of the Jews, and Luke depicts him as the Saviour o 
the world, and both of these are true. (1) 


‘ The Divine Origin (1: 18-25). Matthew speaks of 
the birth from _the standpoint of Joseph (vs. 18, 19 . 
Luke giving Mary’s attitude (1:26-32). Joseph’s 
concern led to a revelation of God (vs. 20-23), tell- 
ing him not to fear, but to call the name of the child 
Jesus. Then with special reference to the Jews, a 
proof is gives of this from the Old Testament (Isa. 
7:14). he original pessous referred to Ahaz and 
the circumstances of his reign, but the Old Testa- 
ment often has a secondary meaning, and it is this 
that Matthew, under inspiration of God, réalizes, and 
therefore applies the words to the birth of Christ. 
oseph’s obedience promptly follows (vs. 24, 25), and 
is marriage gave Mary the necessary protection. 
Then when our Lord was born the name of Jesus 
was given him. This corresponds with “Joshua” of 
the Old Testament, meaning, Jehovah the Saviour, 
for it is only God who can really save us from our 
sins. The virgin-birth, as it is called, is the earthly 
basis of Christ’s ‘supernatural life, the explanation of 
how a divine being came into this earth, and it is 
always associated with his Deity (Matt. 1:23; Luke 
1:35). (2) ~ 
_ The Gentile Recognition (2: 1-12). 
ing that in this Jewish Gospel there should come at 
the outset the story of these Gentile men. The title 
“Miagi” was associated with Persians, though many 
think they came from Arabia. It is impossible to 
explain the reference to the Star, for it is evident that 
some supernatural occurrence must have taken place. 
Balaam, ages before, had spoken of the Messiah as a 
Star (Num. 24:17). Herod was the first ruler of 
this name, called Herod the Great. He was an Edom- 
ite by race, and was made king by the Romans. e 
was a cruel despot and died universally detested. 
He rebuilt, enlarged, and enriched the temple. The 
knowledge of prophecy by the Jewish authorities is 
very impressive, for they at once refer to Micah 5: 
2. Bethlehem of Judea is six miles south of Jeru- 
salem, and is to be distinguished from another place 
of the same name in the North. Another supernat- 
ural manifestation led the Wise-men to Bethlehem 
(vs. 9-11). (3) 

The Jewish Opposition (2: 12-23). Side by side 
with this Gentile acknowledgment comes the sad 
story of the slaughter of the babes in Bethlehem, 
Warned by God, Joseph took the young child and 
his mother into Egypt to avoid Herod’s wrath (vs. 13- 
15), and he in his disappointment brought terrible 
sorrow to Bethlehem (vs. 16-18). Once again Mat- 
thew~ sees, in this grief, a secondary fulfilment’ of 
the words of Jeremiah. hen Herod was dead Jo- 
seph was commanded to return to-the land of Israel, 
but being afraid to go into Judea lest the son of 
Herod should follow his father’s example, he went 
into the North to Galilee, to Nazareth, and this, too, 
is seen_to be a fulfilment of the prophetic word. 

Devotional Reading: Isaiah 9:17. One of the great 
prophecies of the coming of the Messiah. (1) Dark- 
mess, verse 1; (2) dawn, verse 2; (3) joy, verses 
3-5; (4) liberty, verse 4; (5) victory, verse 5; (6 

e first coming, verse 6; 7) the second coming, 
verse 7. Then the passage closes with the agsur- 
ance of a divine fulfilment of all prophecies. 

_ Books.—For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
is very helpful. Other books to be used with each 
lesson are “Modern Students’ Life of Christ,” by 
Vollmer (Revell, New York, $1.25, net)-; “The Stu- 
dent’s Historical Geography of the Holy Land,” by 
W. W. Smith (The Sunday School Times Company, 
$1.50) 5 Davis’ Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, 
hiladelphia, $3). ® 


Hi. Additional Material for Teachers - 
Isdiah 7:14-16; Micah 5:2; Luke 1 and 2. 
t. Isaiah 7: 14-16. The prophecy used by Matthew. 
primary application was to Ahaz and the sec- 
ond to Christ. Matthew obtained. his larger mean- 
‘ing from divine revelation, though the entire prophecy, 


It is interest- 
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7:10 to 9:7,' is all Messianic. It is important to 

notice that the oint of Matthew 1:21 is not the 

mother, but the child. This is a striking prediction of 

fs a of Christ as taught through inspiration to 
ew. 2 

2. Micah 5:2, A prediction dating from 800 B. C., 

and as Dr. Scofield points out, including both the 


human and the divine aspects of Christ’s birth and 


life. 


3. Luke 1 and 2. Many important items supple- 
menting Matthew’s account. Each section should be 
yoted and put in its proper place. (1) Chapter 1: 

he announcement of the forernnner (vs. 3-25) 3 the 
announcement of Christ himself (vs. 38); the 
song of Mary (vs. 39-56) ; the birth and growth of 
‘ee the Baptist (vs. 37-80). (2) Chapter 2: The 
irth (vs, 1-7); the shepherds (vs. 8-20) ; early days 
(vs. 21-40); youth (vs. 41-52). . 

Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senion: The Coming of the 
King. It is significant that the Wise-men asked, 
“Where is he that is born King?” for the world 
needed, and still needs, a King. The soul-must have 
a monar 
in man. The world will never be what it ought until 
Christ is its King. He came both as King of the 
Jews and =. of kings, and although he is not 
strictly called King in connection with the Church, 
he is the Head and the Lord (Eph. 1), and this 
really means, -spiritually, the same. In Matthew 2: 
I-12, we have four attitudes to him which call for 
serious attention: (1) The Wise-men seeking; (2) 
the —fewish rulers ignoring; (3) Herod opposing; 
(4) the Wise-men, Mary, and Joseph welcoming. (4) 

2. Young People and Adults: The King Comes as 
a Little Child. The Magi sought a King and found 
only a child, and yet there was a depth of meaning 
in this, for this is how Christ governs. “Unto us a 
child is born ...., and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder” (Isa. 9:6). lievers are “to become 
as little children” (Matt. 18:3), and if they do not 
receive the kingdom of God as a I&tle child, they 
will not enter (Mark 10:15). Christ is called “Prince 
of Peace” and described himself as “meek and lowly 
in heart” (Matt. 11:29). Those who receive him 
with the simplicity and trustfulness of little chil- 
dren are able to say, “thy gentleness [or, condescen- 
sion, margin] hath made me great” (Psa. 18: 35). 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


In this story of the opening events of Christ’s 
earthly life we see two pictures of life, one from 
the divine side, and the other from the human. It 
will be well for us to look at it from both standpoints. 


1. Life from the Divine Side. .We can see in the 
life mentioned here God’s purpose, for he intended 
every one to fulfill something. God’s plan to carry 
out his purpose is also seen at every step. He inter- 
poses to explain to Joseph, to guide the Wise-men, 
to warn against danger, and to guide step by step 
in the realization of his divine purpose, 


2. Life from the Human Side. We see on the one 
hand opposition, and on the other obedience. The op- 
position is serious, but proves futile because of God’s 
overruling providence. The obedience is expressed 
sometimes in activity, and som®&times in patience. 

Thus, whether from one point of view or the other 
we can see that “all things work together for good 
to them that love Ged” (Rom. 8: 2B). 


V. Leading Questions . 
What is the meaning of the word “Gospel,” and 
how is it used in the New Testament 
Why does Matthew’s genealogy stop at Abraham? 
Why are the names of Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and 
Bathsheba included? 


Show that. 1:22 contains one of the “keys” to this 
Gospel. ; 


What is said or implied of Joseph’s character? 


How does 2:11 indicate the character and order 
of man’s true attitude to Christ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
os 


The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A Banks 


b> Star of Bethlehem was the sign of the Son 
of Man at his first coming, and the Wise-men 
recognized it to “be such. It is likely they had 
been consulting the Hebrew writings, particularly 
Numbers 24:17, “There shall come a star out. of 
Jacob,” and that they knew this star pointed to one 
who was to wield the scepter which should “rise out of 
Israel” is indicated by their question, “Where is he 
that is born King of the Jews?” The Magi among 
the Gentiles and the elect few in Israel, like Simeon 
and Anna, must have had their expectation of a com- 
ing. and redeeming King from the sacred prophecies. 

he Star of Bethichem was the precursor of the 
dawn of the incarnation, the day to which Abraham 
and other Old Testament saints looked forward. And 
it is little wonder then that we find the Holy Spirit 
revealing to Matthew the fact that one event after 
another, in connection with Jesus’ birth, is the 


to rule it, and kingship means obedience™ 
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fulfilment of prophecy. Thus, Joseph’s dream was 
itself an angelic prophecy to him about a prophesied 
event (1: 21-23; Isa. 7: 14) ; the answers to the Magi’s 
questions were found in the prophecies (2: 2-6; Micah 
$32); the flight to and refuge in Egypt had been 
oretold (2:15; Hosea 11:1), and likewise Herod’s 
ore of cruel and jealous rage (2: 16-18; Jer, 
31:15). 

preety Sue as ging f with the second as 
with the first coming of our Lord, Are we search- 
ing the Scriptures to see what is revealed about 
that event? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
BR 

He Became Poor 

By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


T BETHLEHEM we are witnesses of many 

marvels. Let us single out two of them. The 

King humbles himself to be a little Child—that, 

on the one side. And the little Child proves himself 

7 be a King, beyond compare —this, on the other 
side, 


There is the»King leaving his kinghood behind 
him, and taking the Child’s lowliness and limitation. 

Out of Bethlehem, the prophet had foretold, would 
come forth a Governor who should be Shepherd of 
God’s people Israel — indeed, not of Israel alone, but 
of all nations and kindreds and tribes and tongues. 
Governor and Shepherd are high titles;- but in 
this case they belong to “a little Baby thing that 
made a woman cry. It is a paradox; but it is 
the most blessed of facts. 

Bethlehem speaks of a’ great condescension. For 
we are never to forget what lay behind the manger- 
cradle and the helpless infancy. The glories and 
majesties of heaven lay behind them, and the calm* 
and unruffled ages. of eternity, and the Throne 
of the Lord God Almighty. That was the amaz- 
ing pre-existence of the Child; and from that he 
stooped freely to this—the stable, “the ox and ass 
and camel which adore,” the huts where poor men 
lie, the frailty and hardship and manifold sorrows 
of our human lot. The Babe had been the Ancient 
of Days. The little life which such pathetic weak- 
nesses hanipered, and such palpable dangers assailed, 
was formerly the untrammeled life of Omnipotence. 
Buddhism commemorates the prince who gave up 
royalty, to taste from experience the trials of desti- 
tute and suffering men; but Siddartha’s sacrifice is 
not to be named in the same breath as Christ’s. How 
resolute the King was, to learn for himself the in- 
firmities which beset our hearts and histories ! 

But Bethlehem speaks, too, of a great love. We 
have to think not only of what lay behind the manger, 
but of what lay ahead of it. The Judean village is 
an astonishing place; but there is one other place 
which is even more astonishing—the hill of Cal- 
vary outside the city ‘gate. Bethlehem was a 
stage on the road to this shameful and redeem- 
ing hill. The incarnation is the indispensable pre- 
lude to the crucifixion and the atonement; and Christ 
took our flesh that, clothed in it, he might die for 
our sins. So, if we do well to make much of the 
cradle;-we do better when, with Paul; we glory in 
the Cross; for it is the goal towards’ which the 
King’s face is steadfastly set. - The Child means not 
simply to be our Brother, familiar with all the vicis- 
situdes of our chequered story; He means to be our 
Saviour, whose “unblemished body on the tree is 
bruised and broken” for our healing. 

And Bethlehem speaks of a great example. Of 
course, Christ is beyond us in condescension and 
sacrifice, as in everything else; but his apostle says, 
with the miracle of Bethlehem expressly in his view, 
Let this mind be in you which was also in Him, We 
have no such regal dignities to surrender as our 
Lord had; if we were created to be kings, how 
soon and how sadly we forfeited and flung away 
the’ monarch’s rank! we are slow to admit 
our beggared estate. Like Robert of Sicily in Long- 
fellow’s poem, we boast in our rags, face to face 
with God’s angel and God himself, that we-are potent 
and princely still. But the Babe is a sign to us. 
He forsook the crown and scepter that were so real 
and so supreme; and we must forsake all those 
vain things which charm us most. It is the word 
for the beginning of the new life, ‘and no less the 
word for the new life all through to its close. Ex- 
cept we become, and are always becoming, as little 
children, we have no part in the kingdom of God. 


But, on the other-hand, there is: the little Child 
proving himself true and very King. 

From the outset He i: set for the fall and the ris- 
ing-again of many. The angels predict his birth and 
announce his gracious name—Jesus, the Lord who 
saves. "His enemies are filled with vague premoni- 
tions and disquiets; the Babe frightens Herod and 
his courtiers. And subjects are drawn at once to 
Him, not merely shepherds from the neighboring 
fields, -but wise men from the far-off East. The 
star leads the students of the stars to the feet of 
the Saviour. The rich, with gifts of gold and frank- 
incense atid myrrh, cannot afford to lose his more 
ethereal riches. The heathen are dear to his heart 
as well as the seed of Abraham; for he js the Light 


2S, ERR Ses ete 


~~ hansaicegtayt 

















. 


ee 


oe 


Ore ee ee ee 


. t \ir 


508 * 


which lightens the Gentiles, while he 
is the Glory of his le Israel. If 
Bethlehem tells us of the King’s humilia- 
tion, it tells us with equal emphasis of 
his exaltation, : 

To this hour Christ, born in Bethlehem, 
crucified on Calvary, and declared to be 
the Son of God by the resurrection from 
the dead, is the magnet which draws all 
eyes. Whether we will or no, we are 
compelled to acknowledge the kinghood 
of the Child. We may fear it with a 
guilty fear, as Herod did. We may love 
it, and worship it, and praise God for 
it, as the Wise-men did. The Lord grant 
that this may be our attitude and our 
faith. It is sure to be, if, needy and self- 
destroyed, we take home the Gospel of 
the satisfying Name — Jesus, for he shall 
save his people from “their Sins, 

CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 


Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 

the lesson of tober 17, “Jesus, Begins 

His Ministry” (Matt. 4: 12-55), will be 
found useful. 


The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, and will be found, tw@ weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lessom® article. Sec- 
tion II describes publications: of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 


1. As commentaries on Matthew, Broadus 
(American Baptist Publication Society, Phil- 
adelphia, $2.25) and Gaebelein (Our Hope Pub- 
lication Office, 456 Fourth Avenue, New York, 
$1.75) are very helpful. Other books to be 
used with each lesson are “Modern Students’ 
Life of Christ,” by Vollmer (Revell, New 
York, $1.25, net); and Davis’ Bible Dictionary 
(Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $3). 

II. Jesus did not choose exceptionally gifted 
men to be his helpers, It is tnue that they 
afterwards became so in blesséd ways, but 
here as at ether times it was the “weak” 
and the “base” that were chosen rather 
than the great and mighty. “The Apostles 
as Everyday Men,” by Robert Ellis Thomp- 
son, containing accounts of the lives of each 
of the apostles, is a little book that should 
help every teacher for this lesson (The Sun- 
day School Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cts., 
postpaid). 

bd 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


A Gasoline Peace.—Herod ... was 


“troubled, and all Jerusalem with him (v. 


3). Despots are always scary. It did 
not take much to “trouble” a ruler two 
thousand years ago. When three im- 
portant-looking men arrived after a lon 

journey in search of.a “King,” old Hero 

was not the man to be asleep. “He 
set up and took notis,” as you fellows 
say. And Jerusalem began to hunt 
-up the stout wooden cross-bars with 
which they locked the front door. Rival 
rulers meant then, as now, trouble for 
the common people. Mr. Plain Citizen 
he pays the freight! While. it is true 
that heaven sang when Jesus entered 
the world, amd he came that the world 
might have joy, yet the very news of 
him braught trouble, and his presence 
brought death to the boy babies of Beth- 
lehem (John 15:11). ver there stands 
a bucket of “water.” Nothing in a gar- 
age could be more peacefui.. Not even 
a bubble. “Looks good enough to drink,” 
says Chester, my chauffeur. But look 
out for that bucket of “water,” # is 
full of things. It has+the power to skim 
the land like the wind and the power 
to pierce the sky like the swallow. But 
suppose a spark should drop into it as 
it hes there? Well, that is exactly as 
the old world lay when Jesus came. A 
little spark fell down from heaven, and 
the world has been aflame ever since 
(Matt. 10:34, 35). There were great 
possibilities for good in the world that 
day. But the world, like my bucket of 
gasoline, lay open and neglected. What 
a power for good would a man with the 
foree of Herod have been had he coupled 
himself with heaven. (1) 


A Little Personal.—The star, which 
they saw in the .cast, went before them 
(v. 9). “Hook your wagon to a star,” 
says the Concord philosopher. “There's 
a reason,” shouts the anti-coffee man. 
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Yesterday, in wor gg I dropped 
in on an old friend. In the course of 
the ery ead he said, “Bill, are you still 
red-hot in the religious business?” “Yes, 
old man, worse’n ever.” “Well, I can’t 
sing any farther than the first twd lines 
of the doxology, ‘PrAise God from whom 
all blessings flow, Praise him all crea- 
tures here below.’” “Yes, and you poor 
old Unitarians have about the dreariest 
religion on the market. I ysed to be 
one of you, and I know.” i 
what changed you?” asked C 
seriousness. “Well, I'll tell you. Once 
I said to myself, —this story of Christ 
and his atonement is either so or it isn’t 
so. I’m going to find out. So I got 
a Bible and went to work, just as I used 
to at college. Then I began to study 
Christian folks, I examined the ‘before 
taking’ and ‘after taking.’ I took the 
book of John and made a thorough anal- 
ysis of it. Then I made Paul’s acquain- 
tance. I found him to .be far and away 
one of the brainiest men in literature. 
I couldn’t conceive of a man like Paul 
giving up family, wealth, and social posi- 
tion for a religion he knew to be a lie. 
Paul did not have to depend on old 
manuscripts. He had Peter and the dis- 
ciples on tap all the time, even though 
he might be persuaded the incident on 
the Damascus road was a sunstroke. And 
besides this, see that stone, Clem? It 
is dead until the plant reaches down with 
its life and lifts the silica, potash, and the 
like, into plant life. Then the cow takes 
up the plant life. Man takes up the cow 
life in butter and meat, and above man 
is the spiritual life. That is how I ar- 
rived, Clem, my boy.” In other words, 
I have hooked my wagon to a star. 
am one of the wise men fyom the East 
and I follow that Star! (Mr. Editor, 
this is a little long, but it may help! 
some fellow.) 


What Jesus Wants.—They fell down 
and worshiped him . . . opening their 
treasures (v. 11). Every fellow when 
he reads this verse always. thinks one 
thing, Christmas. And we usually think 
only of the gifts they opened to him, 
and not of the worship they gave him. 
These Wise-men ftom the East brought 
both, and the worship came first. Wise 
men from the east and west and north 
and south are still doing the same. Jesus 
asks for our worship first. My friend 
Clem might build a church, endow a hos- 
pital, and pour out his abuntant means for 
all sorts of nice and helpful things, but 
Jesus would care nothing at all for them 
until Clem should acknowledge and wor- 
ship him, Without faith it is impossible 
to please God. This is my. beloved, Son, 
hear ye him. A whole lot of folks are 
trying to stand in with God by big hall 
clocks, chummy roadsters, easy chairs, 
sets of dishes, oriental carpets, cut glass, 
and all sorts of hoMday junk. “But what 
God wants before the material stuff is 
love. Which means worship. The other 
day one of my sweet young girl friends 
showed me her beautiful diamond ring. 
What would that ring mean to her if 
Ralston didn’t “fairly worship Edith”? 
Ralston, by the way, came mighty near 
overdrawing his account with the check 
he gave the jeweler for that ring. The 
Wise-men brought the most precious of 
the East, just as the old painters pic- 
ture. What is your most precious? 
(Prov. 23: 26.) 

CoaTESvVILLs, Pa. 


we 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

Scheel Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mer not be considered at ail. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All redd- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 

Hiustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
Btand a better ch of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short illustrations,. of frem 75 to 15@ words, 
are greatly preferred. Ther will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally goed. 


Her Best Friend. —When Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem (v. 1). A gentlemen 
visiting a friend for the first time had 
not long been seated when the little 


—. 





book. Turning over the leaves from 
January 1 he read the names of many 
of her friends. When he came to De- 
cember 25 he found one line carefully 
written, “Dear Jesus Christ.” “But, 
Mary,” said the gentleman, “this is only 
for the names of your friends.” Looking 
up into his face, her face flushing with 
joy, “Why, Jesus,” she quickly replied, 
“is my very best and dearest Friend, and 
that is the nicest birthday of all the 
year.”"—From the Expositor. Sent by 
the Rev. T. De Courcy Rayner, Watford, 
Ont., Can. 


The Transforming Light.—When they 
saw the star, they rejoiced (v. 10). An 
artist once drew a picture of a wintr 
twilight—the trees heavily laden wit 
snow, and a dreary, dark house, deso- 
late in the midst of the storm, It was 
a sad picture. Then with a quick stroke 
of yellow crayon he put a light in one 
window. ‘he effect was magical. The 
entire scene was transformed into a 
vision of comfort and cheer. The birth 
of Christ was just such a light in a dark 
world.—From the Sunday School Chron- 
iy Sent by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


“What's the News?”—And when the 
saw the star, they rejoiced with exceed- 
ing great=joy (v. 10). It is told of Al- 
fred, Lord Tennyson, that one day, as 
he ,was out walking, he happened on a 
podr old woman, whom he greeted with 
the common question: “What’s the news 
to-day?” Her reply was that the only 
news worth telling was that Jesus Christ 
,came into the world to save sinners. 
“Ah,” returned the great poet, “that is 
old news and new news and good news.” 
—From East and West. Sent by W. G. 
Irving, Westmount, P. Q., Can. 


A Better Kind of “Indian Giving.” — 
They offered unto him gifts (v. 11). 
An Indian one day — oe Whip- 
ple to give him two one dollar bills for 
a two dollar note. The bishop asked, 
“Why?” He said, “One dollar for me 
to give to Jesus, and one dollar for 
my wife to give.” The bishop asked him 
if it was all the money he had. He 
said, “Yes.” The bishop-was about to 
tell him, “It is too much,” when an 
Indian clergyman, who was standing by, 
whispered: “It might be too much 
for a white man to give, but not too 
much for an Indian who has this year 
heard for the first time of the love of 
Jesus.”"—From the Expositor.. Sent b 
the Rev. T. DeCourcy Rayner, Watfard, 
Ont., Can. 


The Way Out.—Thou shalt call his 
name Jesus, for he shall save his people 
from their sins (Golden Text). A 
Chinese tailor put his idea of the relig- 
ions he knew and had tried in this sim- 
ple vivid way: “A man had fallen into a 
deep, dark pit, and lay in its miry bot- 
tom, groaning and utterly wumable to 
move. A man passed by close enough 
to see his plight, but with stately tread 
walked on without volunteering to help. 
That is Mohammedanism. Confucius 
walking by approached the edge of the 
pit, and said, ‘Poor fellow! I am sorry 
for you. Why were you such a fool as 
to get in there? Let me give-you a piéce 
of advice: If ever you get out, don’t get 
in again.’ ‘I can‘t get out,’ said the man. 
That is Confucianism. A Buddhist 

riest next came by and _said, ‘Poor fel- 
ow! I am very much pained to see you 
there. I think if you could scramble 
two-thirds of the way, or even half, I 
could reach you and help you up the 
rest.’ But the man in the pit was entirely 
helpless, unable to rise. That is Bud- 
dhism, Next the Saviour came by, and 
hearing his cries, went to the very brink 
of the pit, stretched down and laid hold 
of the poor:man, brought him up, and 
said, ‘Go, sin no more.” This is Chris- 
tianity.”—From “Quiet Talks with World 
Winners,” by S. D. Gordon. Sent by 
Geo. Goodall, Cristobal, Canal Zone. 


He Knew Somebody Who Could.— 
Thou shalt call his name Jesus; for he 
shall: save his people from their sins 
(Golden Text). One -night shortly “be- 
fore embarking for France a small group 
of Uncle Sam’s soldiers were getting 
ready to “turn in.” The talk ran as 
it so often did in the group found in a 
squad tent. One soldier, known _to!be 





daughter brought out her birthday text- 


a Christian, had often been the ‘object 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By ‘Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jets Telling Bible Stories” 
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Suggestions for Use in Class 


Of course the great outstanding fact of to- 


day’s lesson is that Jesus was born — that, 
in answer to the pathetic need of the world 


lost in sin, out of the great love of God, in 
fulfilment of prophecy and in the fulness_of 
time according to the Scriptures, Jesus was 
born. The etchings cannot do any better 
than serve as pegs to hang the story on. 
Every incident connected with the/ wonderful 
quest of the Wise-men, their final success, 
and their appropriate act of joyful worship, 


is teeming with significance and interest.» 


Therefore teachers will simply use the “pic- 
tures” to punctuate the narrative and stir 
the imagination to an appreciation of its 
thrilling truth. 

Save scenes for Review Sunday. 
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Lesson for October 3 
Matthew 1 and 2 


of jests, but on this night not much had 
been said to him until, after a great deal 
of profanity and vulgarity, one big care- 
less fellow said to him, jestingly, “B—,” 
calling him by name, “I’m a pretty bad 
fellow. Can't you do something for 
me?” “No,” said the Christian. “But J 
know somebody who can.” “Who?” was 
the surprised reply. The answer was 
just one word, “Christ.” At the mention 
of that name there was silence in the 
tent. Scarcely another word was spoken 
there that night. From that time that 
soldier’s whole attitude toward the Chris- 
tian was chan And although he did 
not give his life to Christ, he was atten- 
tive when the Redeemer was spoken of 
to him—A personal experience. 
bv C. C. Brooks, Ft. Lewis School, Hes- 
perus, Colo. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration, (2) 


we 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Frayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou who didst come as a little child into 
the world, we thank thee that in order to 
know thee we must be childlike and teach- 
able. Wilt thou take from us whatever makes 
it so hard for us to’ become close friends of 
thine,— our selfish pride, our love of our 
own way? And may we not be less eager 
than the Wise-men to find thee, O Christ, 
and to worship thee with sincere hearts. In 
thy dear name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—A good guest is 
not welcome among bad folks —espe- 
cially a childlike guest. Wickedness 
doesn’t like any interference. It wants 
to be let alone, and to have its own 
way. And wickedness hates to have 
goodness standing in its way. Haven't 
you seen the disgusted look on the faces 
of the “bunch” when up to mischief, and 
a boy joins them, who they know will 
not do what they are planning? How 
the world draws back from Christ when 
the. world sees how its life must be 
changed if it would walk with him! 
But notice how eagerly he is welcomed, 
sought for, lived for, died for, by those 
who. would find him to worship him! 
Two classes, — those who will not have 
him, and those who cannot rest until they 
find rest at his feet. It was that kind 
of world—our world—to which the 
Christ-child came. It is the same world 
now, of those who are either Herods or 
Wise-men at heart. Of course there are 
those, too, who don’t seem to care. But 
the Christ-child, the God-marn Christ 
Jesus, the ever living Son of God is not 
one of’ whom you have scarcely heard. 


L 


“You know who he is, and how he may 


be found. Will 


f ou let him be your 
Christ, now, and 


ollow him? 
INDING 


OLLOWING H IM 


MY CHRIST 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“There’s a song in the air.” 

“Joy to the world.” 

“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty.” 
“Hark! the Herald Angels sing.” 

“QO come, all ye faithful.” 

“Jesus saves.” 

“God will take care of you.” 

“O day of rest and gladness.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 118 : 1-28 (237 : 1-3). 
Psalm 95: 1-11 (18 : 1-3). 
Psalm 34: 1-22 (76: 1-4). 
Psalm 2: 1-12 (3 : 1-3). 
Psalm 24:1-10 (49 : 1-3). 


The Little Jetts aren’t just stories — 
they are picture lessons — pegs to hang 
Bible stories on. What a pleasant Sun- 
day afternoon may be spent with the chil- 
dren in their company if father and 
mother will help with the application! 
Mr. Smith, thew author, has collected 
a goodly number of them in a beautiful 
5 ye which you may secure from 

e Sunday School Times Co., at $1. 
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Department Helps ] 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ECAUSE the optional lesson for the 
Christmas Sunday is about the shep- 
herds, do not include that story to-day, 
but complete the story about the Wise- 
men. .- ; 
David and David's city are conneeting 
links between lessons of the previous 





Sent{ Quarter and the lesson for to-day. 


Lesson Teaching—Jesus is God’s best 
gift to the world. 


Introdtction—When God promised a 
ift to Solomon what did he choose? 

hat else did God -promise to Solo- 
mon? Did God keep his promise? 

God promised a better gift, which 
frwas to be for all the world. For 
hundreds of years people had waited 
for God’s promise to come true. It was 
the promise of a baby (Jesus) who 
should be the Saviour of the world. 

King David knew about this promise, 
for God had told him that the baby 
should belong to David’s family after 
many years and that he should be born 
in Bethlehem, the very same village 
where David had- lived when a boy — 
near which he had tended his father’s 
sheep. A thousand years passed after 
David was king. Every Jewish mother 
of his tribe used to. wonder whether 
the baby Jesus, the Messiah, would be 
born into her family. 


Lesson Story—One day a-beautiful 
young woman, named Mary, was alone 
when God’s angel messenger appeared 
and told a most wonderful secret: “The 
Lord is with thee, and thou art blessed 
among women, for God has chosen thee 
to be the mother of God’s child, and 
thou shalt call his name Jesus. He shall 
be great, and the Lord shall give him 
the throne of his. father David. Of 
his kingdom there shall be no end.” Mary 
was surprised to be so honored and 
sang a wonderful psalm of thanksgiving. 
(Portions from Luke 1: 26-55.) 

God’s promise came true while Mary 
and Joseph were in Bethlehem, the city 
of David. 

“Just a little baby, 
Jesus was his name, 
Bringing joy and gladness 
When from heaven he came. 
“Angels brought the message 
Of the baby’s birth, 
Said he was the Saviour, 
Sent to all the earth.” 
(Melodies, Leyda Publishing Co., 

Towa, 35 cents, postpaid.) 

In far distant countries lived some 
Wise-men, who knew about God’s prom- 
ise, and waited for it to come true. As 
they studied the heavens, they noticed 
a wonderful star and knew that the 
Christ-chiid was born, God’s best gift 
to the world, so they started on a long 
journey to find him. 

They came to Jerusalem, where David 
and Solomon and other kings had lived. 
They asked at King Herod’s palace, 
Where is he that is born King of the 
Jews? ‘We have seen his star in the 
east and are come to worship him. 

King Herod was troubled at their ques- 
tion, and asked his priests and scribes 
where Christ should be born. They said, 
in Bethlehem, which was only six miles 


Wapello, 


away. 
Kin Herod told the Wise-men, and 
said, Go to Bethlehem and search dili- 


gently for the young child. When you 
have found him, bring me word again 
that_I may worship him also. hen 
the Wise-men started to Bethlehem they 
saw the star again, and rejoiced. They 
followed until it led them to a house 
where they found the child Jesus with 
Mary, his mother. They knelt and wor- 
shiped him, and opening their treasures, 
they offered unto him gifts, gold and 
sweet spices and perfumes. 
“Long ago the glorious Christmas star 
Guided wise men from afar 
To the little town of Bethlehem, 
To the Saviour of all men. 
“When they saw the star, they all rejoiced 
Worshiped him with heart and voice. 
Bending low, they offered gifts of love 
To the Christ-child from above.” (Melodies.) 








They did not return to Jerusalem to 


‘tell King Herod, but went home another 


way. Because the life of Baby Jesus was 
in danger God warned Joseph to take 
Mary and her baby to Egypt to live as 
long as Herod was king, so they went. 
When Herod died, God’s angel to!d them 
to return, so they went to their own 
land to their home town of Nazareth, 
where the boy Jesus grew up. 


Peoria, Iti. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Finding our new Bible jocation. . 


2. Why Matthew’s Gospel begins the 
New Testament. 


3. Some general characteristics of this 
ew 


4. Matthew’s account of the coming of 
the King. 











Ovk girls will be quite lost, histori- 
cally, in taki the thousand-year 
co between mur Test lesson. and this 
unless we help them to find their new 
Bible loeation as a part of to-day’s work. 
Note-books should again come into use, 
for these kingdom-lessons of the next 
six months, and the first entry might 
read about as follows: The Gospel of 
the Kingdom, according to Matthew. 

Motto Verse for the Book, Behold, the 
King cometh” (21:5). Key-word for 
the Book, “Kingdom,” 
Book in the Bible: Outline of He- 
brew History; Period I, The Patri- 
archs, from Abraham to Moses, the 
nation one great family, through whom 
God promised to send their Messiah- 
King; II, The Exodus, under Moses and 
Joshua, when the twelve tribes became 
a nation, returning from exile in Egypt 
to take possession of Canaan, their prom- 
ised land; III, The Judges, from Joshua 
to Samuel, when the tribes were still 
struggling with their enemies; IV, The 
United Kingdom, from Saul to Solo- 
mon, when the Hebrews became a mighty 
people, well-established among the na- 
tions; V, The Divided Kingdom, from 
Rehoboam (Solomon’s son) to the down- 
fall of both Israel and Judah and thé 
captivity of the best of the people in 
Assyria and Babylon, during which time 
the great Prephets foretold repeatedly 
the coming of the Great King? VI, The 
Exile, in Babylon, for seventy years, 
till the return under Cyrus the Great, 
led by Zerubbabel, who rebuilt the tem- 
ple, destroyed when Jerusalem fell into 
enemy hands; VII, The Post-Captivity 
Period, about one hundred years of 
which are recorded in our Old _ Testa- 
ment, through the time of Nehemiah 


and Ezra, when again prophets fore-, 


told the coming of the King. The next 
four hundred years are not given to us 
in the Biblical record, which opens again 
with VIII, the Gospel of Matthew, whose 
central theme is the fulfilment of the 
on prophecies, the actual coming 
of the King, and the setting forth of 
the nature and laws of his Kingdom. (1) 

Have this on your board in outline 
form for rapid review, to be-entered in 
the note-books after class—or before 
—so the girls can quickly see where 
we are, in Hebrew history, in this new 
series of lessons, and how much lies 
in the thousand-year interval from IV 
to VIII. 


2. Also this outline will show them at 
once why Matthew’s is the first book, 
in place, in the New Testament,-though 
it is not the first one as to authorship, 
nor does its record begin as early in the 
life of Christ as Luke’s. It is not for 
chronological reasons, but for logical 
ones, that it is given its position among 
the sixty-six books. Its subject (as 
noted above) is the logical bridge be- 
tween the two Testaments —the fulfill- 
ing of the great prophecy of the Old in 
the great Character of the New. It was 
of Jesus as King and of his Kingdom 
that Matthew wrote, using the phrase 
“kingdom of heaven” not less than thirty- 
two times in his twenty-eight chapters. 

3. A few of the general characteristics 
of Matthew’s writing should be noted 
and watched for, in this lesson and in 
all we are to study in his book. Have 





these references looked up and ready for 
answer in class: Matthew’s other nam 

Mark 2: 14; his business, Luke 5:27 an 

Matthew 10:3; his home city, Mark 2: 
1; his social rank, Luke 5: 30, 31; his 
aim in writing his book, Matthew 1: 22, 
23; 2:5, 6, 17, 18, 23, and others. 

Ask the girls to begin to count the 
number of times he quotes the Old 
Testament — there are not less than sixty 
of them. “That it might be fulfilled” oc- 
curs thirteen times. Remember that he 
was a Jew, all the more eager to prove 
his loyalty because despised by his own 
people for his disloyal business, seekin 
to prove to them that Jesus fulfilled 
their own Scriptures, even as he had 
met all Matthew’s own personal need. 
His whole book is arranged around that 
one great argument, in chronological 
order except where desired emphasis 
called for multiplied. evidence for his 
case. \ 


4. With this general. study, the story 
of the Baby-King visited by three “kings” 


of the East, so familiar to them since 


Place of this P 





childhood, will take on a new meaning. 
They will see why Matthew chose this 
story of his babyhood rather than the 
visit of the shepherds, why King Herod’s 
jealousy and murderous plot with God’s 
overruling care at every point open Mat- 
thew’s argument that the child born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, afterwards reared 
in Nazareth, was the long-promised King 
of the Jews, the Messiah looked for 
since Abraham’s day, through whose fam- 
ily this King was promised to his peo- 
e 


But the Baby-King who received the 
gifts of the Wise-men was far more 
than King of the Jews. Is he your King? 
And have you brought him your best 
as these first givers did? 


Home Study 


Search Matthew 1 and 2 for every 
point bearing on topics 2 and 3 of this 
lesson, and complete your note-books 
through 2. 


AtTLantAa, GA. 
we 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


> 





Hew the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The birth of Edison, Watt, 
and Bell, 

Discussion: What do we have to do to 
get the use of Edison’s light, Bell’s tele- 
phone, and Watt’s steam power? Name 
some of the things or circumstances 
which interrupt or interfere with our use 
of these. Compare with these the Light, 
Power, and. “Communication” facilities 
brought to the world by Jesus. Name 
some things which bar or interrupt our 
free use of these. 


Objective: To show the birth of Jesus 
as the one of supreme importance. 











AY, fellows, when it was announced 

in the Edison home seventy-three 
years ago that a boy was born, and his 
name was Tom, it was a great day for 
the world. It was a great day for 
you and for me—though we Were not 
yet born, Think a minute how it would 
be without the electric light, now illumi- 
nating every city and town in the world— 
at the touch of a button in millions of 
homes and halls and offices and factories 
turning darkness into day. It is wonder- 
ful that the birth of one boy named Tom 
should mean so much to the world. Yet 
who can say that had Edison not been 
born none would have discovered the 
incandescent lamp? 

It was another wonderful day when 
Mr. and Mrs. Watt announced the birth 
of their son James—a wonderful day 
for the world and for you and me. Think 
of how many ways steam power, through 
manufacture and transportation, adds. to 
our comfort and pleasute. Yet who 
can say that no man would have dis- 
covered and harnessed ge ow to serve 
mankind if James Watt had not seen the 
light of day? ; 

Still another wonderful day it was 
when the Bells announced the birth of 
a boy whom they narned Alexander Gra- 
ham—va wonderful day for the world 
and for you and me. How would we 
get on without the telephone? Yet who 

( Continued on page $12) 
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The Message of the Genealogies 





How Matthew traces the royal, and Luke the racial line of Jesus’ ancestry By 


, 


Z 


E. J. Pace, D.D. 





Le genealogies need not be “dry” 
reading, as some thoughtless readers 
of Scripture consider, but even here, 
as it is written, “I Jehovah... will open 
rivers on the bare heights, and fountains 
in the midst of the valleys; I will make 
the wilderness a pool of ‘water and the 
dry land springs of water” (Isa. 41:8). 
To the soul that thirsts for God thereg 
are no “dry” places in the Word. 

Two of the GospeP*yarratives record 
the lineal descent of the Messiah; that 
of Matthew and that of Luke. Upon 
comparison these are seen to differ in 
a number of particulars. 


2. They differ, first, as to subject. 
Matthew’s genealo is that of Joseph, 
while, as nearly all scholars agree, that 
of Luke is the line of Mary. 

2. They differ in content. There are 
thirty-six more names in Mary’s line 
than in Josepkh’s, only fourteen being 
common to both. 


3. They differ as to direction. Mat- 





thew begins with Abraham an@ proceeds 


° according 


Josephs line... 


Cae 
P 


= 


the record would have us verify the 
count, it is expressly stated that there 
are fourteen (2X7) generations from 
Abraham'to David; and that is so. Then 
there are fourteen (2X7) generations 
from David to the carrying away into. 
captivity; and that also is correct. But 
now count the last fourteen (27) 
names, and behold, one name is missing; 
there are but thirteen names! We have 
as a total count 6X7=—42—1. Now six 
is the number of man in Scripture. It 
comes just a little short of seven, which 
is God’s number, the number of com- 
leteness, the number of harmonious re- 
ations. (See Revelation 13:18, “count 
the number of the beast: for it is the 
number of MAN, 666.”) And what have 
we here but the old story told many times 
over in the Bible that man without.God 
is a failure. God is not in Matthew’s 
list of names. It begins with Abraham 
and each name is a begetter except Jos- 
eph. With Joseph the line stops, and Mary 
is introduced as the mother by whom 
the “child is born” (his humanity) ; “the 


to Matthew 
serene, 4E AMOS 


“Minus h. 











down-stream as far as Joseph; Luke, 
beginning with Jesus, traces the line -p- 
stream, past Abraham, ‘on to Adam and 
to God, the source of all life. 


4. They differ as to purpose. Matthew 
aims to show His royal lineage, and re- 
lates him to the Abrahamic and Davidic 
covenants as “King of the Jews”; Luke 

resents his human lineage, and: relates 
him to the Adamic covenant as Saviour 
of the race. 


5. They differ as to style. Matthew ar- 
ranges his list in a triad of fourteen 
names, interspersing chronological data 
and comments; Luke’s list is a series of 
names, each a mere link in the chain, 
given without comment except to deny 
Joseph’s paternity. 


The Royal Line—Matthew’s genealogy 
traces the line of Joseph, husband of 
Mary, with kingly blood in his veins, and 
establishes the regal claim. The list is 
designedly symmetrical as the text plainly 
intimates, and as the fact that there are 
gaps in the line from! David onward at- 
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Son is given” (hisdivinity), Isaiah 
ng Joseph is not the father of Jesus. 

Je must pass on to the next verse (18) 
to find the missing name:_“Mary... 
was found with child of the Holy Spirit.” 
Bring God into the record and it is 
complete, 6<7—=42 names. 

I would not venture to penetrate the 
veil of mystery that shrouds this tenderly 
sacred enactment, except to call atten- 
tion to the fact that Jesus was not be- 
gotten by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit 
of God, of whom we are “born anew,” 
the nourisher of all life, who like the 
brooding mother bird brought order out 
of the primal chaos, supernaturally en- 
abled the virgin to incarnate Deity. Jesus 
Christ the Son of God had only one 
Begetter. He was “the only begotten 
of the Father” (John 1:14). 

One thing more needsto be noted.. As 
though to emphasize the unworthiness of 
man to beget a Messiah, four maternal 
ancestors are named, every one of whom 
is associated either directly or indirectly 
with mam’s infidelity to the marriage re- 


ginning of the Moabitish race, of whom 
was Ruth.) “When the fulness of the 
time was come God sent forth his Son, 
made [not of MAN] but of woman” 
(Gal. 4:4). The seed of the woman 
shall bruise the serpent’s head. Jesus 
wah legally by the royal, but actually 


The Racial Line, the line of Mary, to 
which we now direct attention, 
I found it profitable to verify the count 
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Nahum 
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Joda 
Rhesa 


according to Tyke 
JESUS 


2 Joseph 3 Mattathias 4 Shealtiel 
Mattathias Semein Neri: 
Amos Josech Melchi ; 


Joanan 


Zerubbabel 


are common to both genealogies just 
fourteen (2X7) names, and: these are 
included between Abraham and David. 
Note at this point that this is just what 
Matthew says: “Jesus Christ the son 
of David the son of Abraham.” Note 
further that Matthew gives these twe 
names in Luke’s order up stream. 
Placing. these. fourteen names that are 
common to both in the center, the rest 
of the names in Mary’s line group them- 
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9 Terah 
Nahor 
Serug 
Reu 
Peleg 
Eber 


8 Aram 
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Behold, avirgin \4 Jared 
shall concewveand 
beara son,and | Enos 
shall call hisname\ 5 


Immanuel? | &@ 


Isatah 7:14 





Mahalaleel 


Cainan 


Adam 


‘When the fulness 
of Lime came God 
sent forth his 
Jon, born of a 





OD Woman? Gal+4 





LUKE 3°23-38 


in Matthew’s list of names; perhaps a| selves into a perfectly symmetrical triad 
cOunt of names in Luke’s genealogy may! of 7+7+7 names, that is twenty-one 


be equally interesting. I find upon count- 


(3X7) taames from Abraham back to 


ing them that there are just seventy-| God, and twice twenty-one (3X7) names 


seven names (117), two digits of seven,| from David onward to Jesus. 


Could 


with Deity at both ends of the list, and} anything more perfectly display the 
all the names woven together as one| crystalline symmetry that characterizes 


fabric with no seam throughout. 





lation! (See Genesis 19:37 for the be- 
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Furthermore it will be noted that there 


the structure of Holy Writ! 


But why~cleven times seven names in 
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‘ of John 1:14, 


all? May not the answer be typically 
in the 


foreshadowed. in the tabe : 

w 4 pattern of which was 
given in the mount? We are warranted 
in assuming the tabernacle to be the type 
of the Messiah by the explicit statement 
“And the Word was-made 
flesh and dwelt [literally “tabernacled”] 
among us.” 

It will be recalled that the Holy of 
Holies in that tabernacle was enclosed 
by curtains of blue, purple, and scarlet 
embroidered with figures of cherubim, 
truly a spectacle of glory, which onl 
the eyes of the high priest might behold, 
and then only through the bedimming 
smoke of the incense: On the outside 
there was an added covering of-goats- 
hair cloth, and this was composed of 
eleven curtains sewed as one. 
child of Israel gazed upon the glory- 


crowned tabernacle, the symbol of God’s 


presence, he saw covering of goats’ 
hair, and no doubt in his thoughtful 


* moments would reflect that it was the 


geet which, in a peculiar sense, sym- 
lized his own guilty human nature. 
Was it not the blood of a goat that was 
shed on that annual day of atonement 
for the sins of Israel? as it not also 
the goat that was led off into the wilder- 
ness never to return, bearing the curse 
of Israel’s sin? And so in the “like- 
ness of sinful flesh” God sent his Son, 
“who became a curse for ‘us” (Gal. 3: 
13), and that-line of human ancestors, 
all of whom were under the curse, is 
like the curtain of goats’ hair, eleven 
curtains sewn as one. 

















Children at Home 








The Magic Arrow-heads 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 
ITI, 


New remained only Sergeant Henny- 
Penny and Corporal Alice-Palace as 
candidates for the last two arrow-heads. 
The Sergeant yearned for the clear 
quartz crystal arrow-head with an ex- 
ceeding great longing, while Alice- 
Palace felt that life held nothing more 
precious than -that milk-white point of 
chalcedony stone. For some time neither 
of the candidates made much progress. 
The Corporal found a robin’s nest in 
a lilac bush, and the Sergeant a worm’s 
nest in an apple-tree, but the Captain 
decided that neither of them was worthy 
of an_arrow-head. Then came a day 
when Henny-Penny led the Captain ex- 
citedly to a patch of woods on the edge 
of the sheep-pasture. There he pointed 
out a large round nest of sticks some 
thirty feet from the ground in a pin- 


‘oak tree. 


- “Nothing but an old-crow’s nest,” said 

the Captain decisively, “you'll have to 
do better than that.” 

That very afternoon found Henny- 
Penny again examining said nest, for 
some way he was convinced that it held 
a secret. Anyway he had, never seen 
the inside of a crow’s nest. The pin-o4k 
tree was too slippery to climb, but right 
opposite it grew a maple with lots of 
limbs, one of which grew out so that 
it nearly touched the oak just below 
the nest. Five minutes later found 
Henny-Pénny perched on the pin-oak 
tree just under that crow’s nest. Only 
when close to it did he notice that it 
was all thatched and chinked with dry 


As the, 


brown leaves with a few ones on 
top, and that the nest had been roofed 
over, As he reached up a hand to in- 
vestigate something ha ed. 

Out from a round hole in the top 
of the nest which the Sergeant had not 
noticed, ss a very gray’ animal 
with a fluffy tail. Right down the back 
of the startled Henny-Penny, it scrab- 
bled, and then clattered down the tree 
and disappeared. It was some time 
before the shaken Sergeant could con- 
vince himself that the animal was a gray 

uirrel and not a wild-cat, Recovering 
himself he payed a stick cautiously into 
the hole. e touched something” soft 
that moved, and Henny Penny finally 
substituted his hand for the stick and 

ulled out a baby gray squirrel. It was 
are and blind and pink and ugly, with 
a long naked tail and ‘sprouting whis- 
kefs like a rat.” 

“Ee-ee-ee,” it observed shrilly. In- 
stantly there was a clattering and a 
scrabbling, and up the other side of the 
tree came Mjrs. Gray Squirrel almost 
to Henny-Penny’s foot. There she 
clung jerking her bushy tail and making 
little sobbing noises in her throat while 
her big, beseeching eyes said plainly, 
“Don’t hurt my babies.” Henny-Penny 
put the little squirrel carefully back into 
the warm nest and hurried down to find 
the Captain and the rest of the Band. 
On hearing the story a long ladder was 
brought from the barn, and thé whole 
company hurried back to the tree and 
took turns in climbing up and looking at 
the baby squirrels. Mrs. Squirrel be- 
came so convinced at last that they meant 
no harm to her family that she stayed 
in a limb overhead, and only scolded 
when she thought they were keeping her 
family too long out of the nest. 

“It only shows,” said the Captain that 
evening as they sat on the porch, “that 
it always Rays to work things out for 
yourself. hy do you suppose it was 
that I didn’t tell you a squirrel had 
rented that old nest?” 

“Because you didn’t know,” suggested 
the Quartermaster-General, sometimes 
known as Mothie. 
laugh like anything, although the Cap- 
tain said that it was not the right an- 
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swer at all. 

Without a second’s delay the Sergeant 
selected the crystal arrow-head, to the 
great delight of the Corporal. | 

“Never lose it,” said the Captain sol- | 
emnly. “Study things out. Look at it| 
every day, and before long there will 


be nothing which you cannot see 
through.” 
“Including the Captain,” supplemented 
Mothie. * 


(To be continued) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader — 


—— 


October 1o. Bple Verses That Help. Psa 
119 : 33-40. * 

October 17. Christian Principles in Politics. 
Luke 22 : 24-27. 

October 24. Lessons from Recent Events. 
“Luke 13: 1-5; Prov. 25 : 25. 

October 31. Making Prohibition Effective. 
Matt. 12 : 43-45; Jer. 31 : 33, 34- 


Sunday, October 3 


Our Church Privileges and Obligations 
(Psa. 84: 1-12) 
(Consecration Meeting) 


Mon.—Church Membership (Eph. 5 : 23-33). 
No Christian has a right to say “Our 
Church,” for the Scripture calls it “His 
Church.” It is not a building, it is not 
an organization, but it is a body with parts, 
it is an organism. When a person is con- 
verted the Scriptures say he is baptized 
by the Holy Spirit into this Body of Christ, 
and becomes a new creation, and is said to 
be. in Christ Jestis. All people who are 
born again by thus being baptized by the 
Spirit into the Body of Christ, are mem- 
bers of the Church of Christ; and Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, who died on Cal- 
vary, was raised again, and is seated at 
the right hand of God, is the head of 
the Church. 

By the uses of the word “church,” we 
have brough’ great confusion into the minds 
of the people. They have looked upon a build- 











ing and called it a church. I suppose we got 
into that trouble because the Bible says 





“The church that was at” such-and-such-a 


place; but Paul, when he speaks thus, does |: 


not mean a building, but that group of 
le who are the Church. 

Tues.—Mutual Service (1 Cor. 141-17). We 
are warned by the Scripture not to neglect 
the. assembling of ourselves together, for 
there is great inspiration in praying to- 
gether, singing together, and testifying as 
to what the Lord Jesus has done for us. We 
are as necessary to each other as the hand 
is to the eye and the eye to the hand. 
We are one body in Christ Jesus. 

Wed.—Union with Christ (: John 2 3 24-29). 
The union between a Christian and Christ 
is a marvelous miracle. We are joined as 
a branch is joined to a vine. All our life 
is in him, “To me to live is Christ,” so 
vital is the union. 

Thurs.—Church Fellowship (1 John 1 : 5-10). 
By this Scripture you notice that fellow- 
ship is only among those who walk in the 
light as Christ is in the ‘light. 
this walking in the light as he is in the 
_ light there is no Christian fellowship. Fel- 
lowship depends upon our walking in the 
light as he is in the light. If our fellow- 
ship is around our society circle, or our 
money, or our personalities it is not Chris- 
tian fellowship. 

Fri.—Church-attendance (Mal. 3 : 16-18). We 
do not attend church as a duty any more 
than we go to the table three times a day 
as a duty. If you have to force yourself 
to go to the table you need.a doctor, and 
if you have to force yourself to go to 
church’ you need salvation. We go to church 
to meet the Lord Jesus (for he has prom- 
ised to be in the midst to bless us), and 
to have this fellowship with each other, 
because we are walking in the light as he 
is in the light. Then you meet those there 

._ who do not know the Lord, and may be 
able to show them your blessed Lord. There 
may be those there who are weak, whom 
you may strengthen and encourage. There 
will be power in your praise. 

Sat.—Church Prayer (Matt. 18 : 19, 20).- As we 
attend church services we are able to claim 
the promise of God which says that: if two 
of you shall agree it shall be done. God 
answers private prayer, but in a special 
way he answers united prayer. 


HRISTIANITY is almost hidden to- 

day by the idea that the masses have 
of the Church. It seems that to-day any 
place where a religious service is held 
can be called a church. Even Christian 
Scientists speak of going to church; and 
Unitarians, who deny the deity of Jesus 
Christ, speak of going to church. The 
great bulk of humanity is confused be- 
cause the word “church” has come to 
signify Christianity to them. If only we 
could invent some new name to put 
over churches that believe in the deity 
of Christ, his virgin birth, his death on 
the cross for sin, his bodily resurrection, 
his ascension into heaven, his place now 


|at the right hand of God, his coming 


back. again into the world, and the in- 
spiration of the Bible as an infallible 
Book, inerrant and inspired for our 
faith and practise, it would be a great 
victory for Christianity, 

he devil’s trick is to confuse, in the 
minds of men, the word “church” with 
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The privilege of a church where the Gos- 

1 is preached is irideed a privilege; but 
if the Gospel is rot preached, and it is 
called a church, it is a way of damnation 
instead of salvation. Where the Gospel 
is preached the obligations are not legal, 
rigid, and rough; because, if it is an ob- 
ligation which Christ has imposed, all 
Christians know that his yoke is easy 
and his burden is light; but if it is an 
obligation in a_church where the Gos- 
pel is not preached, it becomes a mill- 
stone around the neck, a choking cord 
to shut out the life and the light. 

Why is church-attendance a privi- 
lege 7—Because, if the Gospel is preached 
in the church and the members are really 
Christians, one not only meets the Lord 
but he meets the saints, the gifted and 
uplifting members of the Body of Christ. 

What duties have we toward our 
church?—Our first duty is to see that 
the Gospel is preached in the church 
where we belong, and that the Word of 
God is not insulted by contradiction. 

How ought we to perform our obliga- 
tions?—For the real Church of Jesus 
Christ, for the members of the Body 
of Christ, we ought to be willing to 
give our lives. The Scripture says, “We 
ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren.” Surely, then, the giving of 
money and time and service, being less 
than our lives, would come in easily as 
our church obligations. 
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A Guide to Bible Study 


By Harry E. Ricnarps, A.M., M.D. 


SYSTEMATIC course of graded lessons 
from Genesis to Revelation, the Bible itself 
ing the object of study. Suitable i 
Sunday School Classes, Adult Bible Classes, the 
Home Department, Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. 
{lngoes, Schools and Colleges, and in Personal 

tudy. 


Consecutive Study of the Entire Bible 
The Sunday School Times; ‘‘ Rings true to 
the inspired Word of God.” 


Christian Endeavor World: “A very practi- 
cal and helpful work.” 

Watchman-Examiner : “ Immensely vaiuable 
for the family study of God’s Word.” 


Junior Course (Parts x-3, in one vol.), cloth, $1.75 
Advanced Course (Parts 4-7, in one vol.), cloth, 2.00 
Separate parts, paper, each $0¢ 


Part r—Genesis to Ruth. 
‘ 


_™ 


for use in 


Sel -a—1 Samuel to Nehemiah. 
** 3—The Gospels and The Acts. 
Part 4—Genesis to 2 Samuel. 
“ s—r Kings to Nehemiah (por- 
Advanced tions of nine prophetical 
Course 


“ 6—Life of Christ. 

“* 9—The Acts and the Epistles. 
At all Booksellers, or from 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS American Branch 
35 West 32d Street, New York 


























START RIGHT, OCTOBER 


Individual copy ot ‘* Sunday School edition of 
Matthew,’’ 7 cents; ten copies for 60 cts. Address: 


RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK, East Northfield, Mass. 


HYMNS for TODAY 


One Book for Sunday School and Church. 
Forward Looking Music and Orders of Service. 
Sample sent for Examination. 


Fillmore Music House, 582 Elm St., Cincinnati, O. 


Gordon 


Theological, Missionary, Relig- 
ious-Educational College course 
of four years, college degree of Th. 
B. Graduate School of ‘Theology, 
three yeastcourse,graduate degree 
of B. D, Two-year Collegiate Training course. In- 
terdenominational. Of full college and graduate 
grade, with a wide range ot studies, permeated bya 
remarkable evangelical spirit. Notable faculty and 
student body. New and beautiful fireproot buildings 
with dormitories. Organized religious work and self- 
Support. For catalog and correspondence, address 


NATHAN R. WOOD, President, Gorden Bible College, Boston 


























.° ’ * living ina 
A Young Minister’s Family, {<'"% 7.3 
suburb of New York, wents an able-bodied Chris- 
tian woman to help in the housework and the 
care of two children. She will be made one of the 
family and treated as such. The work is simple 
and light, we have every labor-saving conveni- 
ence, constant oppertunity willbe given to enjo 
the advantages of the city, and we pay $60 a mont 
besides giving a home. We want some one who 
will take hold of the work in the same spirit in 
which we will welcome her. Address 
Mrs, E, A. Burtt, Cresskill, N. J. 











PROBLEMS 


OF THE 


Christian College Student 


By J. A. Morris Kimesr, M.A. 


What College? 
Frat, Club, or Society ? 
What About Dramatics ? 
Where’s the Line on Amusements? 
— the thing for parent, pastor, or 
sunday-school teacher to give to the 
oung man or woman starting out 
or college. 
In attractive booklet form 
25c, postpaid. 
Tue SuNDAY SCHOOL Times COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


Girls! Girls!! 
Save Your Hair 


With Cuticura 


Sock ‘Bamploa tres of Suticure, Dept. V, Maiden, aes. 
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Are you going to 


FLORIDA? 


If so 


why net combine pleasure with spiritual profit 
attemding the extended Bible oy lectures 
City? This beautiful place is 
one of the mest attractive spots in Florida, sit- 
im the orange belt, and year after year 

has attracted Bible loving tourists, 
Free intemsive and constructive courses in 
Bible sendy are planned under the management 

Seuthfield 


of the Bible Conference Associ- 
atien for Jaz to March, 1921, by the best 
known available Bible teachers of America. 


C. 1. Scortztp, D.D., President. 
Lewis S. Cuarer, Secretary. 
Guworce C. Sexesins, 7reasurer. 


Entertainment must,be secured in advance. 
Write te Rellia Ta , Corresponding Sec- 
retary, Crescent City, Florida. F 

















SIX PER CENT 
WITHOUT WORRY 
OR EXPENSE 


That’s what we Offer and 
what we have paid our cus- 
tomers continuously for 25 
* entific issued for 
h r 6% Time Certificates are 
mere first mort- 
Bros cre et ‘Cased. ues thal full face 
value plus interest. 
If yeu Reve ~ little s fas so bron, 
a ’ 
YMatitinstieution. Write for booklet 
“6% and Safety.” - ohen 
THE CALVERT MORTGA . 
870 Calvert Building. Baltimore, Md. 


4 AE OPA LY SAT AR LA RN AES ES 


BRONZE 121e1s 


Free Book of Designs 
Jne. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), S86 W. 27th St., New York City. 


~~ 
7 
PULPITS 
Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, fautac wickinn, 


Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 


wrote in their own way as the Spirit directed. 


You must parallel the 
accounts to get 
the full story. 


Riddle’s Outline Harmony of the Gospels 


° dees this for you — concisely, fully. 
Price, 1§ Cents; in stiff covers, 35 cents. 


Tue Sunsay Scroot Timers Company 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 


Personal: Sending the with your order 
saves both Joursel? antl ws time and expense. 


Gr Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, September 18, 1920 
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Subscription Rates 


(NOTE THE NEW RATES) 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
| lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
\subscribers, in the United States and 
| Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
\Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
a separate addresses or in a 
package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


1631 Walnut Street, 








For Family Worship 
By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





A Comprehensive Prayer Program 
[X RESPONSE to requests for a defi- 

nite but comprehensive “prayer pro- 
gram” covering the seven s of the 
week, the groups of prayer objects be- 
low have been arranged. These can be 
used through successive weeks if desired. 
Possibly at a later time a more extended 
list may ,be suggested, covering con- 
nectedly and consecutively an entire 
month. Do not neglect the appointed 
hour for family worship or for private 
prayer. “If you have no APPOINTED time 
for prayer, very soon you'll have No 
time for prayer. 

September 27 to October 3 
Mon.—Matthew 2 : 1-12. 
The Infant Jesus Honored. 

The Wise-men were not Mary wor- 
shipers; they “worshiped him.” And 
out of their treasures they presented the 
pa, ag babe “go d” (typifying 
royalty), “frankincense” (typifying pur- 
ity), and “myrrh” (typifying suffering). 
Significant gifts! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
entire body of Christ, remembering that 
revival in the body of Christ will hasten 
world evangelization of both Jews and 
Gentiles, and that world evangelization 
will hasten the completion of the body, 
which in turn will hasten the coming 
of our Lord. 

Tues.—Isaiah 9:1-7. The Promised Child. 

“God’s promises are better than man’s 
performances.” Every promise concern- 
mg Christ’s first coming was literally ful- 
filled. Why should not every promise 
concerning his second coming be just as 
absolutely performed? hey. will be. 
(See Acts 1:11; Titus 2:13; Rev. 1:7; 
2 Peter 1:19; Matt. 5: 18.) 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Fundamentals Conference Movement 

teaching right doctrines for the head) ; 
or -the Victorious Life Testimony 
(teaching right experience for _ the 
heart); and for all Scripturally con- 
ducted evangelistic efforts (teaching right 
service for the hands, that of leading 
others to Christ). 

Wed.—Matthew 1: 18-25. The Virgin Mother. 

“When, in all time, did natural genera- 
tion give birth to a sinless personality?” 
“The virgin birth is as natural at the 
beginning of the life of such an One, 
the divine Son, as the resurrection is at 
the end.” (See Dr. James Orr’s article 
on “The Virgin Birth,” Vol. 1 of “The 
Fundamentals.” , 


Prayer, Succestions: Pray for all 
Christian leaders; pastors, evangelists, 
teachers of the Word, Sunday-school of- 
ficers and teachers, church ofhcers, young 
people’s and junior society officers, edi- 
tors, educators, traveling superintendents 
and secretaries, conference speakers and 
organizers, missionaries and native evan- 
gelists. ‘ 
Thurs.—Matthew 2 : 13-18. ‘ 

The Innocents Slain. 

“No weapon that is formed against 
thee shall prosper” (Isa. 54:17). Jesus 
was protected from slaughter in infancy, 
but “led as a lamb to the slaughter” in 
manhood; He was immortal on earth 
until his: divinely appointed mission was 
accomplished. So is every one who abides 
in him. 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for all 
evangelical agencies: Bible training 
schools, prayer movements, tract soct- 
eties, religious papers, Bible houses, home 
and foreign missionary boards, Sunday- 
school associations, Y. M. A. and 
Y. W. C. A.’s, rescue missions, religious 
conferences, and the like; and all evan- 
gelistic efforts in lumber and mining 
camps, oil fields, industrial centers, moun- 
tain regions, and rural districts. 
Fri.—Matthew 2: 19-23. Jesus at Nazareth. 


The Author of the prophecies was the 
Mbulder of the events. Whether in 
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Bethlehem, or I or Nazareth, Jesus 
was there by divine appointment. ere 
was not a haphazard event in his life. 


Man may be taken surprise, 
God never. We are safe in him. 


Paver Succestions: Pray for all 
Christian homes, relatives and looed ones, 
friends and associates, absent members 
a, the family, unsaved neighbors, af- 
ficted and bereaved ones, prayer list o 
jects, your home church and Sunday- 
school, neighborhood welfare societies 
public schools, municipal and state and 
national officers. 


Sat.—Luke 2 : 41-52. , 

% The Boy Jesus in the Temple. 

About his Father’s business, and yet 
subject unto his parents. No inconsis- 
tency here. Perhaps not always ‘easy, 
especially in the case of ungodl par- 
ents, but Paul’s “in the Lord’ (Eph. 6: 
1) shows how, and Jesus’ childhood life 
exemplified it. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
jails and hospitals; all homes and insti- 
tutions for the unfortunate; all private 
and public institutions; all civic and in- 
dustrial betterment societies. Pray for 
all classes and races and conditions of 
society. Pray for the whole world by 
continents. Pray for all men. 


Sun.—Isaiah 68 : 11-22. The Coming Kingdom, 


Jerusalem, “trodden down of the Gen- 
tiles, until the times of the Gentiles’ be 
fulfiiied” (Luke 21:24), is yet to be- 
come the praise of the whole earth. A 
few gh ago this seemed humanly im- 
possible, but within one short generation 
the fig-tree hath begun to bud. The com- 
ing, kingdom is near at hand. “Watch 
ye. 

Praver Succestions: Make alist of 
hitherto unnamed prayer objects and pray 
for these. Pray for Israel, for the per- 
secuted Christians of Korea, for Arme- 
nia, for Central Europe, for the World’s 
Convention at Tokyo, for every writer 
for and reader of The Sunday School 
Times. Pray and plan for a watch night 
meeting in your home or church De- 
cember 31. PRAY AND PRAISE! 


Say, Fellows — 
( Continued from page 509) 


can say that no one would have invented 
the telephone if Alexander Graham Bell 
had not been born? - 

But, ch, fellows, the supreme birth- 
day of all time was that which was an- 
nounced by the angels to the shepherds 
watching their flocks by night in the 
Judean fields; it was that birthday sig- 
naled by a glorious star to the Wise-men 
who came to Bethlehem with gifts of 
gold and frankincense and myrrh. The 
birth ci Jesus means more to the world 
and to you and me than all the other 
birthdays combined. Those other birth- 
days brought material blessings. The 
coming of Jesus into the world not only 
made possible the highest enjoyment of 
all material blessing, but — far more im- 
portant — made possible. the most won- 
derful spiritual blessing imaginable, and 
that is the only benefit which can en- 
dure through life and eternity. 

Neither can it be said that if Jesus 
had not been born some other might 
have brought us salvation and life and 
joy, for “there is none other name un- 
der heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved,” 4 

Edison was used of God-to give us 
light to read by; Jesus gives us light 
to live by. and to die by. 

Watt was used of God to give us 
steam power with which to manufac- 
ture and to haul; Jesus gives us power 
to overcome evil which would destroy us, 
body and souk and that power is in- 
finitely more necessary. 

Dr. Bell was used of God to supply 
us with the means of speaking and 
hearing over long distances; Jesus gives 





let and samples of 
church work. 





us connection with God and shortens te 
whispering nearness and forgiveness the 
long distance of i een an 


ration 
but | outraged Heavenly Father and a disobe- - 


dient child. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 

FN mes Matthew 3:1 to 4:11. 

y was it necessary for Jesus to be 
baptized? 

Why was it necessary for Jesus to be 
tempted? 

, What was the devil’s method in tempt- 
ing. Jesus? What was Jesus’ method in 
resisting those temptations? 

Does the devil use a similar method 
in tempting us? Can we*make use of 
Jesus’ method of resistance? 

* Ricmmonp, Va. 
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Gohand in hand when you 
invest in ANNUITY 
BONDS, to further the 
most Christian business in 
the World. ‘Bibles & 
Bonds” will interest you. 
Ask for booklet L. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place 


New York 





Gummed 
Reinforcements 


The leaf you need most, 
has a trick way of slip- 
ping out and then un- 
printable words. Loose 
leaves stay in theif bin- 
der with Dennison 
heavy reinforcements, 
a Two grades. Many 
ie sizes. _At stationers. 
Write Dennison, Department 11 
Framingham, Masz3., for “Handy Book.” 


What Next ?- 








Complete : : 

Speed Up Church Work 
with this simple, accurate, quick duplica- 
tor. It prints a thousand copies of form 
letters, bulletins; programs or notices for 
20 cents. Duplicates any typewritten, 
handwritten and illustrated work with- 
out typesetting or electrotypes. 


ROISSLALR 


Used by hundreds of ministers in every de- 
partment of church work. Saves 92% on the 
cost of form letters. Is quicker — easier — 
cheaper than any other kind of printing. 


FREE TRIAL 










The Rotospeed Co. 
Mail the coupon for 391 E. 3rd St., 
Free Trial Offer) book- Dayton, Ohie 


Send me booklet, sam- 
pies and details of your 
Free Trial Offer. 


THE ROTOSPEED CO. 
391 E. 3rd Street 
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